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GREAT CASE 


| Libeny of * Conſcience 
_ Once more Briefly 


Debated & Detended, 


DY FOE: 


' Authority of Reaſon, Scripture, and 
Antiquity : 


Which may ſerve the Place of a General Reply to 


ſuch late Diſcourſes, as have Oppos4 a 
Tolleration. 
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For whatſoever Je neuid that men ſhould do anto you, that do you unto 
them, Matth. 7. 22. 
| ' Render unto Cſar, the things that are Caſars ;, and to God, the 
[4 -- Low. hb that are Gods, Matth. 23, 27. 


- ea —_—@_lW 


: Printed 1g the Year, 1670, 


* [/f 
Rc RS a2 oy BH RE ec 4s io” Als ne. Ants X 


- 
+ 
-- 
, 
56 % 
Ll 
- 
. 
- 
. 
. 
| * 
= 
. 
. 
” 
n 
_—_ 
| x 
- 
x 
*% 
[ ; 
4 
. 
, 
# 
k - 
OY 
: 
< 
X . 
LW 
- 4+ x0 
E . 
ay 
” 
. 
4 
| » 
” 
4 g 
PM 4 : 
F 
x 
. 
; 6 . 
oo 
\ i 
. 
, 
*; "os 
= 
- 
o_ 
* 
* : | 
y % 
. 
ry " _ 
| | | - : — — wWF"Gie 
: 72. 0a at wo N P 
cd, ”_ PLC "VE _ wy w 4 as as - : 
Fog 
"14 a—” 4” mY pam F 


"i. 


W z 
I ; _ * - #<% - # 
NE DS Sas " 


0-4 


TO THE 


Supream Authority 
ENGLAND. 


OLLERATIFON (for thele ten years paſt) 
hath not been more the Ery of ſome, then 
PERSECUTION hath been the praclice 


_ of others,though not on Grounds equally rational. 


The preſent caule of this Addreſs,is to ſolicite a 
Converſion of that Power to our Relief, which hither- 
ro hath been imploy'4 to our depreſſion, rhat after 
this large experience of our Innocency, and long 
fince expir d Apprentiſhip of Cruel Suiferings, you 
will be pleas'd to cancel all cur Bonds, and give us 
a Polleflion of thoſe Freedoms to which we are 


entituled by Engliſh Birthrigh, - 


rr BE, a . 


This 


This has been often Promiſed to us, and we as 
earneſtly have expected the Performance ; butto 


this time we labour under the unſpeakable preſſure 


of naſty Priſons,and daily Confsſcation of our Goods, 
ro the apparent rume of intire Families. 

We-would not attribute the whole of this ſeve- 
rity to Malice, fince not a little ſhare,may juſtly be 
alcrib'd to Mif intelligence: 

For 'tis the infelicity of Covyernours to ſee and 
bear by the Eyes and Ears of other men; which 
is equally unhappy for the People, 

And we are bold to lay, that Suppoſitions and 
meer Conjeures, have been the beſt Meaſures, that 
moſt have taken of Us, and of our Principles ; for 
whilſt there have been none more inoffenſi we, WE 
bave been mark'd for Capital Offenders. 

Tis hard that we ſhould alwayes lie under this 


undeſe:ved imputation; and which 1s worſe, be 
Perſecuted as ſuch, wither the TIO) of a "juſt 


Defence. 


In ſhort, if you are apprehenſive, that our 


_ Principles are inconſiſtent with the Civil Gowern- 


ment, grant 5 4 free Conference about the Points in 
Queſtion, and let us know, what are thoſe Laws, 
ellential ro preſervation, char our Opinions carry 
an Oppo fition to ? And ifupon a due enquiry we 


alc 


are found fo Hetredox, as repreſented, 4 will be 


then but time enough to inflift theſe heavy penal-' 


tes upon us, 


And as this Medium ſeems the faireſt, and mot 


reaſonable; ſo can you never do your ſelves 


oreater Juſtice, either in the vindication of your 


proceedings againſt us, be we criminal, or if 
Innocent, in difingaging your ſervice of ſuch, as 
have been Anuthours of ſo much Miſ-informatt- 
ON. 


But could we once obtain the favour.-of ſach 


debate, we doubt not to evince a clear confiſt- 


ency of our Life and Dofrine with the Engliſh 
Goverment; and that an indulging of Diſſenters 
inthe Sence defended, is not onely moſt Chriſtjare 
and Rational, but prudent alſo. And the cons 
trary ( how plauſibly ſoever 1nfinuated) the 
molt injurious to the Peace, and deſtructive of 


that diſcreet Balance, which the Beſt and Wiſeſt 
States have ever carefully Obſerv'd, 


But if this fair and equal Offer , find not a 
place with you, oz which toreſt his Foot ; much 
A - leſs 


Gn 


leſs that it ſhould bring ibick the Olive Branch 
of TOLLERATION; We heartily embrace and 
bleſs the Providence of God; and in his Strength 
relolve, by Patience, to outweary PERSECUTION, 
and by our conflant Sufferings, ſeek to obtain a 
Viftory more glorious, than any our pl aries can 
atchieve by all thezr Cruelties, 


Vincit qui patityr. 


| Newgate, the 7th From a Priſoner for 
; ap r _ Conſcience-lake, 
W.®P. 


_e : _&) 
The PREFACE. 
VV=: ſome as Chriſtian, as they boaſt themſelves tobe, 


'twould ſave ws all the Labour we beſtow in rendring 

Perſecution ſo unchriſtian, as it moſt truly is ; Nay 
were they thoſe men of Reaſon they Charatter themſelves, and 
what the Civil Law ſtiles good Citizens, it had been needleſs 
for us to tell them, that neither can any external Coercive Pow:r 
convince the underſtanding of the pooreſt Idiot, nor Fines 
and Priſons be judg'd fit, and adequate Penalties for Faults pure- 
ly intelleFual ; as well 45 that they are deſiruttive of all civit 
Government, | 

But we need n0t run [o far as beyond the Seas, tofetch the ſence 
of the Codes, Inſtitutes, and Digeſts,ovt of the Corpus Civile co 
adjudge ſuch prattices incougruous with the goed of civil ſociety, 
ſince our own good,cld, «admirable Laws of England, have made 
ſuch excellent proviſion for its Inhabitants, chat if they were but 
thought as fit r be execurtd by this preſent Age, as they were riz1 ly 
judg'd neceſſary to be made by our careful Anceſtors : Weknow 
how great a Stroak they wonld give ſuch, 4s venture tolead awa 
our Property in Triumph (25 ovr juſt Forfeiture) for only Worſhip. 
pinz ourGodin a differing Way from that which more generally 
Profeft and Eſt abliſht. 

And tnated it is moſt truly lamentable, That above others (who 
have been found in ſo Un-natural and Anti-chriſtian an Imploy- 
ment) thoſe, that by their own frequent Prattices and voluminous 
Appologies, have defended a Separation from the Papacy) 
| ſhonld now become ſuch earneſt Perſecuters for it , not conſidering, 
that the Enattion of ſuch Laws, as reſtrain Perſons from the 
free Exerciſe of their Conſciences, in matters of Religion, 
out a knotting Whip-cord to laſh their own Poſteriry ; whoms 

A 2 th.y 


ES (4) 
they can never promiſe tobe conformed 10 a national Religion, 
Nay, fince Mankind  ſubjet# to ſach Mmability, they 
can't enſure themſelves , from being taken by ſome Perſwaſi- 
ens, that are efteem'd Httrodox, and conſequently ketch thim- 
[ewes in Snares of their own providing. And that men thus ly- 
ab le to change, and no wayes certain of their own Belief to be 
th e moſt infallible,) as by their multiply d Conceſſions, may ap- 
pear) to enath any Religion, or probibit Perſons from the free 
Exerciſe of theirs, ſounds harſb in the Ears of all modeſt and 
wnbya'ſt m'n, We are bold to ſay our Proteſtant Anceftorg 
thought of wothing leſs, then to be ſucceeded by Perſons Vain. 
glorious of their Reformation, «nd yer Adverſaries to Liber- 
ty of Conſcience z for to People in their Wits, it ſeems a 
Paradox, og 
. No! that we are ſo ignorant, as to think it © within thereach of 
hamane Power to fetter Conſcience, or to reſtrain its Liberty ſtrit- 
ly taken: But that plain Engliſh, of Liberty of Conſcience, we 
wou'd be underſtood to mean, us this, namely, The Free and 
Uninterrupted Exerciſe of our Conſciences, in that Way of 
Worſhip, weare moſtclearly perſwaded, God requires us 
roſervehim in (without endangering our undoubred Birth. 
right of Engliſh Freedoms) which being matter,of FAITH, 
weSinit we omit, and they can'edoleſs, that ſhallendeavour 
ir, , te S 
To tell us, we are Obſtinate 4nd Enemies to Government, 
are but theſe Groundleſs Phraſes, the firſt-Reformers were wot 4 
little peftered with, Lut as they ſaid, ſoſay we, The bting calf d 
ethic, or that, does wot conclude ws ſo; and hitherto we have not 
been detected of that Fa, which only y»ſtifics, (uch Criming- 


£101, K 
But however free we can approve our ſelves of Aftions pre- 


judicial of the Civil Government ;, "tis moſt certain we have not 


ſuffered 4 little, as Criminals, and therefore have bien far 


* from 


| 
: 


(5) £ 
from being [re from Sufferings ;, indeed, in ſome reſpe,Hirrid. 
Plunders: Wicdows have loſt their Cows, Orphans 7heir Beds, 
and Labourers their Tooles. A Tragedy fo ſad that methinks 


 #t ſhould obliege them to 40 1m England, as they did at Athens ; 


when they ha ſacrificed their Divine Socrates tothe ſottiſh fu- 
ry of their lewd and commic il Multitude they ſo regrected their 
haſly Murder, that not only the Memorial of Socrates was moſt 
venerable with them, but his Enemies they eſteem'd ſo mich 
theirs, that none would Trade or ho!d the leaſt Commerce nith 
them; for which ſome turned their own Execationers, and with» 
ont any other Warrant thin their cwn Guilt, Hang 'd them/clves, 
How neer akin the wretched Mercenary Informers of our Age are 
$0 thoſe,the great reſemblance that is betwixt their 4 ions mani- 
fefily fhews. 

And we are bild to ſay, the grand Fomenters of Perſecution, 
are no better Friends to the Exgliſh tate, then were Any tus and 
Aryſtophanes of e/d to that of Athens,the caſe bring ſorearly the 
ſame ,as that they did not mire bitter]y envy the Reputation of SO- 
crates amongſt the Athenians, for his Grave and Religious 
Lettures' (thereby giving the Youth a diver ſion from frequent- 
ing their Plays) then ſome now emulate the true Diſlenter, for 
his Pizus Life, and great Induſtry . 

Ard as that famous Common-wealth was noted to decline, 
and the moſt obſerving Perſons of it , dated its decay from that il- 
legal a4 ingratefal Carrize tewarss Socrates (witneſs their 
areadful Plaguts, with other multiply'd Diſaſters) Soit # not leſs 
worthy Obſervation,tha! Heaven hath noi bren wholly wantin_to 
ſcourge this Land, for, as well their C,ruelty to the Conſcienti- 
ous, 45 their other multiplied Provocations. 

And when we ſcrzo"fly confider the drea;ful Fudements th:t 
now impend the Ntion( by reaſon of the Robbery, Violence. and 
unwonted Oppreſſion that almoſt curry where, hath vot enly been 
commtttcd upon the Poor, the Widdow, and the Fatherlels, but 


meſt 


(6) 
moſt tenaciouſly juſtified, and the Attors manifeſtly encourag'd) in 
meer pitty, and concern, for the everlaſting we'far: of ſuch as 


| bave no quite finn'd away vheir Vifitation (for fome have) we 
once more bring to publick view, our Reaſons againſt Perlecuti- 


on, backt with the lainef 1nſtarces, both of Scriptute and 
Antiquity. 1f but one may be perſwaded, to defiſt from making 


| any farther progreſs in ſuch an Anti-proteſtant, and truly 
Anri-chriſtian Path, as that of Proſecuting honeſt and vertuoms 


Engliſh-men, for only worſhipping the Goa that made them, in the 
Way they judge moſt acceptable with him. | 
But if thoſe, who ought to think themſelves oblieg'd to weigh theſe 
eff airs with the greateſt deliberation, will obſtinately cloſe their 
Eyes to theſe laft Remonſtrances z and ſtighily over-look the 
pinching caſeof ſo many thouſand Fawilies,th x: are by theſe ſe- 
werities expos'd for Prey,tothe unſatiable appetites of a Villanons 
Crew of broken Intormers (davbing them;elves with that delu> 
ding Apprehenſion of pleaſing God,or at leaſt of profiting the Coun- 
try (whilſt they greatly diſpleaſe the one, and evidenty ruin the 
other)as certain as ever the Lord God Almighty deſtroy'd $9- 
dom, and lay'd waſte Gomorah, by the conſuming Flames of his 
juſt Indignation;will he haſten to make deſolate this wanton Laxd, 
and not leave an Hiding-place for the Oppreſlor, 
Let no man therefore think himſelf too bigg tobe adwmoniſh'd, 
nor put too ſlight a value upan the Lives, Liberties, and Proper- 
ties of /o any thouſand free-born Engliſh Families, Embargu's 
;n that one concern of Liberty of Conſcience. /8 will become him 
better to refleiF upon his own Mortallity,and not forget his Breath 
is in his Noſftrils,and that every Attion of his Life the everlaſt- 


ing God will bring to Fudgment, andhim for them, 


We. P. 


The 
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The CONTENTS. 


: | CHAPTER I. 

EZ WW Hat is meant by Liberty of Conſcience. Whatby Per- 

' ſecution,&c, The 2ueſtion Stated. 

That Gods Prerognive is invaded by 1mpoſition, Reſtraint,and 
Perſecution : 1, They robb God of his Right of Creation: 
2, They ſuppoſe infallibilicy in man, contrary to Prote- 
ftant-Piinciples : 3, Man attributes all ro himſelf, and 

. takes Gods (hare and his own too: 4. It defeats the Work 

of his Grice: 5, They aſſume the Judgmeat Sear. 


CHAP. II. 


They overturn the Chriſtian Religion ; 1. In the Nature of 
It, which is Meekneſs ; 2, In the Pradfice of it, which is 
 Sufferings 3. In the Promotion of it, fince all further Dif- 


coveries are prohibited ; 4. In the Rewards of it, which are 
Eternal. 


CHAP. Hl.. 


They oppoſe the plaineſt Teſtimonies of Divine Writ that 
can be, which condemn all Force upon Conſcience. 


CHAP. IV. 

They are Enemies to the Priviledge of Nature; x. asren” 
dring Some more, and Ochers les then Men ; 2. as ſub- 
verting the univerſal Good that is Gods Gift to men; 3. 
as deſt:oying all natural Aﬀeion, Next,they areFnemies 
tothe noble Principle of Reaſon, as appears in many great 


Inſtances. 
CHAP. 


O"$) 


CHRAP..Y. 


They carry a Contradiftion to- Government 3 2. In the 
Nature of it, which is Juſtices .2. In the Execution of it, 
which is prudence 5 3. Inthe Endof ir, which is Felicity, 

Seven Common, but Grand Obje&ions, fairly ſtated, and 
brieflly anſwered. : 


CHAP. VI. 
They refle& upon the ſenſe and pratice of the Wiſeſt, 


| Greateſt, and Beſt States.,and Perſons of Ancient and Mo- 
| derntimes; as of the Fews, Rowans, Egyptians, Germans, 
j 
| 


| Ferome,Chryſoftom,Poliſh and Bohemian-Kings,King Famer, 


—_— OO 4 
te Fre 
| in me ———— on Pr APE IT EIT PE upboa Irr - wys  reenen de 


| French Hollanders nay Turks and Perſians400. And Cato, 


Livy, Tacitms, Juſtin Martyr, Tertulizn,Foviangs Chaucer, 


 __ Dominicus Soto, Malv:tzy, Grotius, Raleigb, DoZ7or and Stu- 
| 


dent, . Frenchand Duch Proteftantsin England, Dr. Hamond, 
Dr, Tayler, 4 nameleſs but great Perſon, Latantins, Hillary, 


apd Kivg Charles the firft, 


| A Poſtſcript to the whole ; explaining the Tearms of the 
| 


A&, and Vindicating Peaceable Meetings from Sedi- 


— — 


E _ 
| | ; : CHAP, I. 
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CHA?. I. 


T hat Impoſition, Reftraint,and Perſecution 
for Conſcience ſake, highly Invade divine 
Prerogative,and Diveſt the «A Imighty of 
a Right, due to none beſides bimſelf, and 


that m five Eminent Tarticulars. 


HE great Caſe of Liberty of Conſcience, ſo often De- 
l bated and Defended (however diſlatisfaQorily to 
ſuch 4s have ſolintle Conſcience as to perſecute for it) 
is once more brought ro publique view, by alate Act againſt 
Diſſenters, and Bill of an additional one, that we all hop'd 
the wiſdom of our Kulers had long (ince lay'd afide, as what 
was fitterto be paſs'd into an 477 of perpetual 0b1;viov. The 
Kingdoms arealarum'd at this procedure, and Thouſands 
preatly at a ſtand, wondring.what ſhould be the meaning for 
ſach haſty Reſolutions, thar ſeem as faral as they were un- 
expected: Some 45k, What Wrong they have done? Others, 
What Peace they have broken * And all, What Plots they have 
formid, to prejudice the pr:ſent Government ; or Occaſions gl- 
ven, to hatch new Felouſies of them and their Proceedings, 
being not conſcious to themſelyes of Guilt in any ſuch 
reſpet. 
For mine own part, I publickly confeſs my ſelf tobe a 
ry hearty Diſſeater from the eſtabliſh't Worſhip of theſe Nati- 
B 


0ns, 


(10) 
ens, as believing Proteſtants to have much degenerated from | 
their fir Pcinciple, and as owning the poor dilpiſed Qus- | 
ker; in Life and Doctrine, to have eſpous'd the Cauſe of 
God, and to be the undoubred Followers of Jeſus Chriſt, in 
his moſt Holy, Straight, and Narrow Way, that leads tothe 
FE _ Eternal Reſt; In all which Iknow no Treaſon, nor any Prin- 
| ciple that would urge me roa Thought injurious to the Civil 7 
| | Peace, Ifany be defeRiye in this particular, 'tis equal,both + 
| Individuals, and whole Societies, ſhould anſwer for their own 
| Defaults z but we are clcar. | 


| However, alli conclude that Ynionyery 0minous, and Un 
; happy, which makes the firſt diſcovery of it ſelf,by a John Bap- 
| tiſts Head in a Charger, They mean that Feaſt ſome are defin'd 
; to mike upon the Ltb.rtres and Propertics of Free-born Eng- 


j I:h-men, ſince to have the Intail of thoſe undoubted hered tat 

lj | Rights cut off ( for matters purely relative of another Worla) 

[ | # a ſevere Beheaatngin the Law , which muſt be obvious 
| to all, but ſucb as meaſure the juſtice of things only by that * 
ij 


ll proportion tt ey bear with their own intereſt. 
3» A ſort of men that ſeek themſ-Ire:, though ur the app!- 
rent loſs of whole Societies, ke 10 that barbarows Fancy of 
j of old, which hadrath:r that Rome fhoald burn, theait be with- 
= out the ſatisfattien of a Bone-Fire, Andſaditis, when men 
| have ſo far ſtupified their underſtandings with the ſtro,7 doſes 
i of their private intereſt, asto become inſenſible of the Publicks. 
I Certainly,ſuch an Over-fondneſsfor (elf,orthat ſtrong incli- 
| nation, toraiſe themſelves in the ruin of what doth not ſo 
much oppoſe them, as that they will believe ſo, becauſe they 
would be perſecuting,is a malignant Enemy to that Tranqui- 1 
| lity, which all diſſenting Parties ſeems to believe would be the con- 
| ſequence of a Toller ation, h 
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In ſhott, We ſay there can be but two ends in Perſerution, 
the one to ſatisfie (which none can ever do) the inſatiable ap- 
petites of a decimating Clergy (whoſe b:ſt Arguments art Fines 
and Impriſonments) and the other, as thinking therein rhey do 
God good Service; but 'tis ſo hateful a thing upon any account, 
that weſhall make it appear by this enſuing Diſcourſe,to be a 
declared Enemy to God, Religion, and the good of Humane 
Society, NO 

The whole will be ſmall,fince ic is but an Zpitomy of no lar- 
ger atra& then 14, ſheets ; yet divides it ſelf into the ſame 
 particulars,every of which we ſhall deſend againſt 1mpoſitior, 
Reftraint,and Perſecution,though not with that ſcope of Reaſon 
(nor conſequently Pleaſure to the Reagers)being by other con» 
tingeuut Diſappeintments, limited toa narrow ſtint, 


The Tearms Explained, and the Queſtion 


Stated. 


Firſt, By Liberty of Conſcience, we underſtand not only a 
meer Liberty of the Mind, in believing or di-believing this or 
that Principle or Dodtrine, bt #he exerciſe of our ſelves in 8 
viſible Pay of Worſhip, upon our b:lzving it to be indiſpenſibly re- 
quired at our hands that if we neg!ett it for Fear or Favour of any 
Mortal Man, we Sin, and incor divineWrath: Yet we would 
be ſo underſtood to extend and juſt:tie the lawfulneſs of our 
ſo meeting to Worſhip God, as not to contrive, orabet any 
Contrivance diftrutive of the Goverament and Laws of the 
Land. tending to matters of an external nature,direRly,or in- 
diretly ; but ſo far only,as it may refer to Religious marters, 
and a Life tocome, and conſequently wholly independent 
_ of the ſecular Afﬀairs of this, wherein we are ſuppoſed to 
Tranſgreſs, > 


_ ”s Secondly, 


(12) | | 
Secondly, By -Impoſition, Reſtraint, and Perſecution, 
we don'conly mean, the ftrift requiring of us to believe this 


tO be true, orthat to be falſe z' and .upon.refuſal, ro incur 
tbe Penalties enaRted in ſuch Caſes : but by thoſe terms we 
mean thus much, Any coercive Let or Hindrance to us,from - 


meeting together to perform thoſe Religious Exerciſes, which 
areaccording to our Faith and Perſwaſion, - 


The Queſtion Stated. 


ForProot of theaforeſaid Tearms thus given, we ſingly 
ſtate the Queſtion thus. | 


Whether 1mpaſfition, Reſtraint, and Perſecution, upon 


perſons for Exerciſing ſuch a Liberty of Conſcience, as is be- 
tore expreſſed, and ſo circumſtantiated, be not to umpeach the 
Honour of God, the Meeknels of the Chriſtian Religion, rhe 
Authority of Scripture, the Priviledge of Nature, the Prin- 
ciples of common Reaſon, the Well-being of Goveramenr, 
_ and Apprehenſions of the greateſt Perſonages of former and 
latter Ages. | ; 


Firſt, Thenwe ſay, That Impoſition, Reſtraint, and Perſecu- 


tion, for matters. relating to Conſcience. direly invade divine 
Prerogative, and diveſt the Almiz hty of @ Due, proper to none 
"beſia:s himſelf, And this we prove by theſe five Particulars. 

I. Firſt, if we do allow the honor of our Treation,dueto 
God only, and that no other beſides himſelt has endow'd us 
vi thoſe excellent Gifts of Underſtanding, Reaſon, Judgment, 
and Faith,and conſequently,thart he only is che Objz &t as well 
as Author, both of our F ajth, Worſhip and Service; th:n who- 
everſhillinterpoſe their Authority, to enact Faith and Wor. 


ſhip, in a way that ſeems not to us congruous with what he his 
| | | diſ- 


83): | 
diſcover'd to us, to be Faith, and Worſhip (whoſe alone pro- 
periyitis todo it)or to reſtrain us from whit we are perſwaded _ 
is our indiſpenſable duty,they evidently uſurp this Authority and 
invade his incommunicable Right of Government over Coy- 
ſcience : For the Inſpiration of the Almighty gives Underftan* 
ding: And Faith is theGift of God, ſays the divineWrit, _ 

2. Secondly Such Magiſterial determinations carry an evident 
claim #0 that infallability, which Proteſtants have been hitherto 
ſo jealous of owning,that to avoid the Pa; 7ſts,they have deni- 
edit to all, but God himſelf, 

Either they have forſook their old #lez; or if not, we defire 
to know when,and where they were 1:velted with that divine 
excelency;and that 7» poſetion, Keſtraint,and Perſecution, were 
d:em'd by God ever the Fruits 5 his Spiiixz : However,that it 
{elt were not (ufficient; for, unleſs ic appears as well to us that 
they have it, as to them who have 1t, we cannot believe 1: upon 
any convincing Evidence, but by tradition only; az Aut- 
proteſt at way of believing. | 

3-Thirdly,1t enthrones man as King over Conſcicnce,the alone 
juſt claim and priviledge of his Creator ,whoſe Thoughts are not as 
mens Thouzhts but has re{crv'd to himſelf that © mpire, from all 
the Crlars en Earth, forif men,in reference to ſuu's and bo- 
dies, things appertaining to this and t'other World, (hill be 
ſubject co their Fellow-creatures,what fcllows ? but that Ce- 
ſar (however he got it) has all, Gods ſhare, and his own too; 
and being Lord of both, b-th are Ceelars, and nothing Gods 

4. Fourthly, It defeats the Work of his Grace, and the inviſible 
Operation of his eternal Spirit, which can alone beget Faith,and 
i inly tobe hey din,and about Re'tzion and Worſhip, & attributes 
mens conformity to outward force and corporal puniſhments, A 
Faith ſubject toas many revoluttios,as the Powers that ena ir, 

5. Fifihly and laſtly, Snch perſo;s aſſume the Fucgment of 
the great Tribunal ano themſelves;for,to whemſeever men zre 


in - 


(14) | 
impoſedly or reſtritively ſubje& and accountable in matters 
of Faith, Worſhip, and Conſcience ; inthem alone muſt the 
poiver of Judgment refide z but it is equally rrue, that God 
ſhall judge all by Jeſus Chriſt, and that no man is ſoaccoun- 
table to his Fellow- Creatures, as tobe impos'd upon, re- 
ſtrain'd, or perſecuted, for any matter of Conſcience what- 
ever. - 1 
Thus, and in many more particulats, are men accuſtom'd 4 
to entrench upon divine Property, io graiifi: particular Intereſts 
in the Warld(and atbeft;through a miſguided Apprehenfion, 
to imagine they do God good Service, that where they cannor 
| give Faith, they will uſe Force 3 which kind of Sacrifice is nq- 


| thing leſs Unreaſonable, then the other is Abominable : God 
| will not give his hinour to another; and bim only that ſearches the 
| heart,and tries the reins, it is onr duty to aſcribe the Gifts of Un» 


| derſtanding ard Faith, without which none can pleaſe God, 
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CHAP. 11, - 


T H E next gre:t cvil which attends External Force in mat- 
ters of Faith and Worſhip, # nolefs then the overthrow of 
the while Chriſtian Relizion, and this we will briefly evidence 
in theſe four particulars. 1, Firſt, 7hat there can be n0- 
thing more remote from the Nature, 2. Secondly, The pra- 
Fice, 3. Thirdly, 7h: Promotion, 4, Fourthly, Th: Re- 
wards of it, ; ; 

1, Firſt, Itis the Privil-dge of the Chtiſtian Faith above 
the dark ſuggeſtions of Antient and Modern Superſtitions 
Traditions, to carry wita it a moſt Seif.evidencing verity, 
which ever was ſufficient ro profelite B<Jievers, without the 
weak Auxilaries of external power : The Son of God,and preat 
Example of the World,weasſo fat from calling his Father's Om- 


[| . 
Wil, NI 
if potency 
itt 
Wh! 
1 


_ - re = enprnnes, 
-: = Bo 
py - _ 
g —  — 
os Rs D— 


_ = 
> LIN 


(15) 

aipotency in legions of £ngels to his defence, that he at once 
Repeal'd all Aiis of force, and drfin'd unto mw the nature of his 
Religion in this one great ſaying of his, MT KINGDOM 
IS NOT OF THIS WORLD, Itwas ſpiritua], not 
carnall, acompanied with weapons, as heavenly as its 
own nature, and deſign'd for the good and ſalvation of 
the ſoul, and not the injury and deſtrution of the body - 
no Goals, Fines, Exils &c. but ſoundreaſsn, clter truth, and 
4 firi# life, Tn ſhort, the Chriſtian Religion intreats all, but 
compels none. | 

2. Secondly, that Reſtraint and Per/ecution overturn the 
prattiſe of it , I need go no further then the allow'd Martyro- 
logies of ſeveral Ages, of which the Scripri:res claim a ſhare ; 
begin with Abel, go down to Moſes, fo to the Prophets, and 
then to the meek eximple of eſus Chriff himſelf; How 
patiently devoted was he, to undergo the Contradictions of 
men ? and fo far from perſecuting any. that he would z2t 
ſo much as revile his Perſecutors, but pray'd for them; thus 
liv'd bis Apoſtles,and the true Chriſtians of the fiiſt three 
hundred years: Nor are the famous Stories of our firſt 
Reformers filent in the matter; witneſs the Chriſtian 
pratliſes of the Waldenſes, Lollards, Huſfites, Lutherans, 
and our novle Martyrs, who, 2s becaine the true followers 
of Jeſus Chriſt, enatted and confirmd their Religion 
with tor own blood, and nit with the bluud of their Oppo: 
ers, 

3. Third!'y, Reftraint and Perſecution obſtru7s the promoti- 
on of the Chriſtian Religion; {or if ſuch as reſtraio, conktels 
themſelves mſerable ſinners, and altogether imperſtt, it 
eithers follows, thatthey never defice ro be.berter, or (bat 
they 10u!d incourage ſuch as may be cip3ble of furcher 
intorming and reforming them z they condeinn the Papiſts 
tor encottening the Scriptures and their Worſhip in an 

unknown 
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unknown Tongue, and yet are guilty themſelves of the ſame 
kind of Fa, # 4 

' 4 Fourthly, They prevent many of eternal Rewards;for where 
any are Religions for ſear, and that of men, 'cis ſlaviſh z and 
the recompence of ſuch Religion is condemnation,not peace: 
beſides, 'ris man that is ſerv'd, who having no power, bur 
- what. is #:4wporary, his reward muſt needs be ſo too ; he thar 
- impolesa 4s4y,or reſtrains from one,mulſt reward; but becauſe 
no man can reward for ſuch Duties, no man can, or ought, 
to impole them, or reſtrain from them. So that we conclude 
Impoſition, Reſtraint, and Perſecution, are deftruive of the 
Chriſtian Religion, in the Nature, Practice, Promotion,and 
Rewards of it, which are Eternal. 


hn 
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CHAP, II]. 
\A/ E further ſay,Thet 172poſetion, Reſtraint ,and Perſecution 


are repugnant to the plain Teſtimonies and Precepts of | 


the Scriptures. | 
The inſpiration of the Almighty gives Underſtanding, 1, 
ob 32.8. . 
It no man can beljzve before he underſtands, and noman 

can underſtand before he is inſpir'd of God, thenare the Im- 
_ politions of menexcluded, as Unreaſonable, and their Perſe- 
cutions for Non-obedience as Inhumane, 

Wo unto them that take counſel, but nos of me, 2, Iſa,zo 1. 

Vo unto them that make a man anOffender for aword,and lay 
a Snare for kin that reproveth in the Gate, and turns aſidethe 
Fuſt for athing of #onurzht, 3. IWac2g, 15,21, 

Let the Wheat aud the Tares Grow together «x/il the 
 timeof the Harveit, or, end of theWorld, 4. Matth, : 3. 
27,28,29, | | 

bh And 


(17) el” 

And Feſw call'd them unto him, and ſaid, Te know that the 
Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them,and they that 
artgreateft, exerciſe authority upon thews , bur it ſhall not be ſo 
amongſt you, 5. M41.20. 25, 26. | 

And Feſus anſwering, ſaid unto them, Render unto Czſar the 
things that are C eſars,and unto God the things that are Gods, 
6, Luke 30. 21,22,23,24,25« | 

When his Diſciples ſaw this (tine there were Non-con- 
formiſts then as well as now) they ſaid, Wilt thou that we 
command Fire to come down from Heaven and conſume them, 
a Eiiſha d4id> But hz turned, and rebuked them, and ſaid, 
Te know ol what ſpirit ye are of ; for the Son of Man is nor 
come todeſtroy meas lives, but to ſave them, 7, Lukg. 
54255,50- | 

; Howbeit when the Spirit of Truth i come, he ſhalllead you 
into all Truth, $, Fob» 15.8, 13. 

But now the Anointing, which ye havereceived of him, abiges 
inyou; andyou need 08 that any may teach you(much leſs im- 
poſe upon any, or reſtrain them from what any are perſwaded 
1t leads to )but as the ſame anointing teaches you of all things,and 
# Trmth,and i no Lye, 9. Fohn1.9,27. 

. Dearly Beloved, Awvenge not your ſelves, but rather give 
place unto Frath (much lels ſhould any be Wrath that are 
called. Chriftians, where no occaſion is given) Therefore 
if thine Enemy Hunger, ' Feedhim, ardif he Thirſt, give him 
Drink: Recompence 0 man Evil-for Evil, 10, Rom, 12 
I9,20,21, | 

Foy th. ugh we walk in the fleſb(that is in the body, or viſible 
world)we dv wot War after the Fleſh; for the Weapons of our war- 
fare are not Carnal, 11. 2 Cor, 34,3. (bur Fines and Im- 
priſonments are, and ſuch uſe not the Apoſtles Weapons 
that employ thoſe) for « Biſhop, 1 Tim,3. 23. (ſaid Paw!) 
muſt be of a good behaviour ,apt to teach,goStriker, but be geatle 

C unto 
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unto all men, Patient in Meekneſs, Infiructing (not Perſecu- 


ting) thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure will give 


them Repentance $0 the acknowledgment of the Truth, 2 Tim. 2. 
24 23. | 0 EM ; Ly 

Gr aſtly, We ſhall ſubjoyn one Paſſage more, and then 
no more of this Particular; Whatſoever ye would that men 
ſhould do unto yo, doye even ſountothem,, 12, Matt.7.12, 


” 


Lake 6. 31, 


Now upon the whole we ſeriouſly ask, Phe her any ſhould 
be Impos dupon,or Reſtrain'd in matters of Faith and Worſhip 2 
Whether (uch Practices become the Goſpel, or art ſutableto Chrifs 
Meck Precepts and Suffering Doftrine * And Laſtly, Whether 
thoſe wha are herein guilty,ao to 4,95 they would be done un- 
to by others ? 

What if any were once ſevere to you? many areuncon- 
ceern'd in thar, who are yet lyable-co the Laſh, as if they 
were not, Butif you once thought, the 712po/7/40p of a Di- 
rettory Unreaſonable, and 4 Reftrain! from your Way of Worſhip 
Hnchriftian, can you believe that Liberty of Conſcience is chan= 

ed, becauſe the Parties in points of Power are? or that the 
ame' Reaſons do not yet remain 1n Vindication of an In- 
dulgence for others, that were once Employ'd by you for 
your. ſelves 2 * Surely ſuch Conjectures would argue groſs 
Weakneſs, 


To Conclude, Whether Perſecutors(ar any time) read the. 


Scriptures we know not z but cercata we are, Such prattiſe as 
Itttleof them as may be, who with ſo much delight reje& them, 


 atJthink it noſmall acceſſion to their diſcovery of their Loy 


alty, to lead us, and our Properties in triumph after them. 


| 
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CHAP. IV. 


WW E further ſay, That 1mpoſition, Reſtraint and Perſecu- 

| fionare alſodeſtrnitive of the great Priviledg of Nature 

and Principle of Reaſon. Of nature in three Inſlances. © 
I, Firſt, 1t God Almighty bas made of one Blood all N«- 


2005, 45 himſelf bas declr'd, and that he bas given them both 
| Sences Corporal and 1ntelletual, to diſcern things and their 


differences, ſo as to aſſert or deny from Evidences and 
Reaſons proper to each; then where any FnaQts the Belief or 
Disbelit of any thing upon the reſt, or Reſtrains any from 
the Exerciſe of their Faith, to them #ndiſpenſible, ſuch Exalts 
himſelf beyond his bounds, Enſlaves his Fellow Creatures, 1n- 
wvades their Right of Liberty, and ſo perwerts the whole order of 
Natare. : 
2, Secondly, Mazkind is hereby rob'd of the uſe and be 
nefir of that inffint# of a Dizty, which is ſo natural co him, that 
be can be no more without it, and b-, then he can be with- 
out the moſt eſſential Part of himſelf, For, to whar ſerves 
that Divine Principlein the univerſallity of Mankind, if men 
be reſtrited by the Preſciptions of ſome Individuals? Bur 
if the excellent Nature of it, #nclines men to God, notMan; 
if the power of Accuſing, and Excuſing, be committed toit , if 
the troubled Thonghts, and ſad RefietHons of Forlora and Dying 
men, make their tendency that a way only, (as being hopeleſs 
of all other Relief and Succour from any external Power or 
Command) What ſhall we ſay 2 but that ſuch as invallid 
the Authority ofthis Heavenly 1ſt#n# ( as 1mpoſition.and Re- 
ftraivt evidently as) deſlroy Nature,or that Priviledge which men 
are Born with, and to. $ 
C 2 3. Al 
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| 3. All natural Aﬀeition s deflroy'd , for thoſe who have ſo 
lietle Tenderneſs,as to perſecute men that cannot for Conſci- 
ence ſake yield them compliance, manifeſtly aR injuriouſly 
r0 their Fellow-Creatures, and conſequently are Enemies to 
Nature; for Nature being one inall, ſuch as ruiv thoſe who 
are equally entitled with themſelves to Nature, ruin it in them, as 
in Liberty, Property 8c. and ſo bring the fate of Natare tothe 
fate of War, the great Leviathan of the times, a#ignorantly as 
boldly dots aſſert. | 

2. But Secondly, We alſo prove them DeſtruQive of 
the noble Principle of Reaſon, and thar intheſe eight Partj- 
culars. 


1, Inthat thoſe who Impoſe or Reſtrain are uncertain of the 
truth, and juſtiftableneſs of their Ations 1n either of tha, their 
own Diſcourſes and Contefhons are preguant Inſtances, where 
they rell us, that They do ot pretend to '# infallible, only they 
bumbly conceive "tis thus or it & not. | 

2, Since then chey are uncertain and fallible, how can they 
impoſe upon, or reſtrain others, whom they are ſofar from af. 

| ſuring, as they are not able ro do ſo much for themlelve:r'what 

#& th, but to impoſe an Uncertain Faith upcn Ceri4'n Penaltics* 

3, As be that Acts Doubtfully is Damn'd, ſo Faith in all 

- As of Religion is neceſſary : Now in order to Believe, we 
muſt firſt V/i{/; towill, we muſt firſt Fudze z, to Fader any 
thing.we mt firſt u&derſtand; if then we cannot be laid to” 
U:derſtand any thing againſt our Yrderſtandins ; no more 
can we Fudze, Will, and Beliete againſt our Underſtanding : 
And if the Doubter be Damn'd, what muſt be be that con- 
forms direRly againſt his F#d, ment and Belief, and they Iike- 
wiſe that requireit fromhim? In ſhort, that May canner be 
{ail to have any Religion, that takes it by another mans choice.not 


hs own. | 
4, Where 
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4. Where men are limitted in matters of Religion, there 
the Rewards, which are entail'd on the free aRs of men, are 
quite overthrown ; and ſuch as (uperceed that Grand C barter 
of Liberty of Conſcience, fruſtrate all hopes of Recompence 
by rendring the Aftions of men unavcidable : But thoſe think 
perhaps,They do not deftroy all Free om, becauſe they uſe (o much 
of their own, | 

5, Fifthly, They ſubvert all true Religion; for where 
men believe, not becauſe ir is True, but becauſe they are re- 
quiredto doſo ; therethey will unbelieve, not becgaſe 'ris 
Falſe,but ſo commanded by their Superiors, whoſe Authority, 
7's Intereſt, and Security, obliege them rather to obey, then 
diſpute, | - 

6. Sixthly, They Delzde, or rather Compel people out of 
their eternal Rewards; for where men are commanded to act 
in refererceto Religzon,and can neither be ſecured of their Re- 
ward:,not yet ſav'd harmleſs from Puniſhments, their ſo ating 
and believing diſpriviledges them forever of that Recom- 
pence, which is provided for the Faithful. 

7. Seventhly, Men bave their Liberty and Choice 1n 
external matters ; they are ot compelled to Marry this Perſon, 
to Converſe with that, to Buy here, to Eat there, nor to Slecp 
3ouder, Yetif men had Power to Impoſe or Reſtrain in any 
thing, Cne would think it ſhould be in ſuch exteriour matters ; 


 -burchartbis 7#erry ſhould be Unqueſtion'd, and that of the 


Mind Deſtroy'd iſſaes here, that it dors wot Unbruit w,but Un- 
mans, for tale away tr derſtanding, Reaſon, Fudgment, and 
Faith,1ad like Nebachaanezar, let us go Graze with the Beaſts 
of the Ficld. | Es | 
S Eighthly and laſtly, That which moft of all blackens the 
BuſineſSsP ERSECUTION; forthcugh itis very #n- 
reaſonalle to require Faith, where men c3anot chuſe but dogbr, 


ep. CI$4 MID 
yet afterall, ro puniſh them for.Diſobedience, 'cis Cruelty in 
theabſtrat; for we demand, Shall men Suffer for not dving 
what thy cannot do! Muſt they be perſecuted here if they do 
not go againſt theirConſciences,and punifhed thereafter it they 
do? But neither is this all z for that part that is yet moſt un- 


reaſonable, and that gives the cleareſt ſight of Perſecution, 


is ſtill behind, namely, The Monſtrous Arguments they bave to 
Convince 41 Heretick with : Notthoſe of old, as Spirituall as 


the Chriſtian Religion, which were to Admoniſh Warn,aud finals 


ly to rejed;bur ſuch as were imploy'd by the Perſecuting Fews 
and Heathens, againſt the great Example of the World, and 
ſuch as follow'd him; 2nd by the inhi:mane Papiſts againſt our 
firſt Reformets, as Clnbbs, Stawes, Stocks, Pillories, Priſons, 
Dunzeons,Exiles,&c, ina word, Ruin to whole Families, as 
if it were not ſo much their Deſszni to Convince the Soul, as to De- 


_ ſtroy the Body, 


To Conclude, There ought to be an Adrquarion and Re- 
ſemblance betwixt all Zads, and the means to them, butin 
this cale there can be none imaginable; the End ts the confor- 
mity of our Fudgments and U:derftandings to the aits of ſuch as 
require it ; the Means are Fines an Impriſynments (and bloody 
Knocks to boot, | | 

Now what Proportion or Affimolation theſe bear, let the 
Sober j1dze : The Underſtanding can never be convinc'd,nor 
properly ſabmir,but by ſuch Arguments, arc rational, perſma- 
[v6 and ſutabletoits ows Nature ; ſomething that can Reſolve 
1s Doubts, 4nſwer its Objeftions, Enervate its Propertions;but to 
imagine thoſe barbarous Newzate Inſiraments of Clubbs, Fines, 
Priſons, c, with that whole Troop of external and dumy M ateri- 
al: of Force ſhould be fit Arguments to convince the Underſtand- 
109. [catter its [cruples, and finally, convert it to thtir Religion, is 
altogether irrational,ctu:1, and impoſſible. Force may make an 
Hypoctite; ''# Fajth grounded upon Knowledge and conſent oy 

makes 


or takes what he would not give, only ſhews care for himſelf 


| (233) 
makts « Chriſtian. Andto Conclude, As we can never be- 
tray the Hongur of our Conformity (only Cueto Truth) by 
1 baſe and timorous Hypocrihe, to any external Violence 
ander Heaven; ſo muſt we needs ſay, Unreaſonable art thoſe 
Impoſers, who ſecure not the Impolſed, cr Reſtrained, from what 


' may occur to them, upon their account;and moſt inhumane are thoſe 


Perſecutors,that paniſh men for 103 obeying them,though to their 
utter ruin, 


— — —— —— ——_——— . ——— 


— om - — _— _ CA Din i nel A A ie OE OY OI AAA 
Cee OC es. eo ——_— — 


CHAP: Y. 


V E next urge, That Force,in matters relating to Cox- 
V ſcience, carry 4 plain Contradidtion to Governinent,in 
the Nature, Execation, and End of it. 

By Government we underſtand,ox external Order of Fuſtice, 
or the right and prudent Diſcipline of any Society, by juft Laws, 
either in the Relaxation, or Extcaiton of them, 

1, Firſt, It carries a ContradiRion to Government inthe 
Nature of it, which is F«/tice, and that in three ReſpeRs. 

TT, Teisthe firſt Leſſon that great Synreriſes, ſo muchre- 
nown'd by Phyleſophers and Civillians learns Mankind,to do as 
he would be aone to, fince ke that gives what he vould nor take, 
bur neither kindneſs nor Fuf#ice for another. 

2. Secondly, The juſt Nature of Government Lies in a 
fair and equal Retrebution ; Bat what can be more unequal 
then that men ſhould be rated more thes their Proportion, 
to anſwer the Neceſſities of Government, and yer that 
they ſhould not only receive zo Protedtion fremit, but by it 
be diffeiz'd of their dear Liberties and Properties, welay to 
be compelled to piy thar Poirer, that exalts it ſelf to ruin - 


thoſe 


thoſe that pay it, or. that any ſhould be required to entich 
thoſe that ruin them, is bard, and unequal, and therefore con- 
tr:ry to the juſt Nature' of Government, 1f we muſt be 
Centri'u'aries tothe maintenance of it, wfare entitaledro a pro- 
tection from It. 

3, [birdly, It « the Fnftice of Gourrnment to proportion 
Pcw'ties to the Crime committed, Now granting our Diſſent 
co be 2 Fault, yer the inflition of a Corporal or External 
Paniſhment, for a meer mental Frror (and that not Yo-' 
luntari'y too) is Unreaſonable and Inadequate, as wellas 
againſt particular directions of the Scr:ptures, Tit, 2. 9,10,11, 
Fcr as (*orporal Penalties cannot convince the Mnderftan- 
dinz ; 1o neither can they be commenſurats Paniſhments, 
for faults purely IntefeZZual - And for the Governwent of 
this World to intermeddle with what belongs to the Go- 
vernment of Another, and which can have no il! Aſpe@, 
or Influence upon it, ſhews yoreof Invaſion then Right and 
Twuſtice, 

2, Secondly, 1t carries  Contradition to Government 
in the Execution of it, which i Prudence ; and that in theſe In- 
ſtances. _ NS 2 
The ſtate of the Caſe is this, That there is no X-publ/que 
ſo great, no Empire ſo vaſt, but the Lawsof them are Re- 
ſolvable into theſe two Series or Heads, Of Laws Fundamen- 


#al.which are indiſperſible and immutable ; And Laws Super * 


ficial, which are temporary and alterable: And asic is Fuſtice 
and Prudence to be Punuil in the Execution of the former ; 
ſo by Circumſtances it may be neither, to Execute the latter, 
they being ſuit:d 10 the preſent Conweniency aud Emergency of 
\eatez as the Prohibiiing of Cattle out of 1r:laxd was judg'd 
of advantage to the Farmers of England, yet a Murriz would 
make it the good'ot the whole,that the Zaw ſhould be broke, 
or at. leaſt the Execution of it ſuſpended, Thar the Law 


of 
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of Reſtraint in point of Conſcience is of this number; we may 
farther manifeſt, and the imprudence of thinking otherwiſe : 
For, firſt, if the ſaying « ere as true as tis falſe ; No Biſhop, 
No King, (which admits of various readings, As nodecime- 
ting Clergy, or no Perſecmtion, no King, we ſhould be as fi- 
ſent, as ſome would have ns: but the confidence of their 
Aﬀcrtion, and the impollicy of ſuch as believe it, makes us 
ro ſay, that a greater injury cannot be done tothe preſent 
Government. For if ſuch Laws and Eſtabliſhments are fun- 
damenial ; they are as immutable as mankind it ſelf ; bur 
that they are as alterable as rhe Conjeftures and Opinions of 
Governors have been, Is evident ; ſivce the ſame fanda- 
mental indiſpenſable Laws and Policy of theſe Kingdoms have 
fill remain'd through all warity of oppoſite Ruling Opinions 
and Fugiments, and dis)oynt from them all, Therefore to 
admit tuch a fixation to temporary Laws, muſt needs be 
highly imprudent, and diſtruive of the eſſential parts of 
the Government of theſe Countries. | 

2. Secondly, That ſince there has been a time of con- 
nivance, and that with no ill ſucceſs ro publick Afﬀairs , 
it cannot be prudence to diſcontinue it, unleſs it was. im- 
prudence before to give it, and ſuch little deſerve it that 
think ſo, 

3. Thirdly , Difſenters not being conſcious to them- 
ſelves of any juſt Forfeiture of that Fayour, are as well 
oriev'd in their Reſentments of this Alteration, as the con- 
trary did obitege them to very greatefull Acknowledg. 
MENTS, 

4. Fourthly, this muſt be done to gratifie al], or the 
greateſt Part, or bur ſome few only; it is a demonſtra- 
tion all are nor pieaſed with it; that the greateſt Number is 
not, the empty pablick Auditories will ſpeak : In ſhort, 
bow ſhould either be, when fix Parties are ſacrificed to the 
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ſevenths tkat this cannot be Prudence, common Maxims and 
Obſervations prove, _ 

. $, Fifibly, It Qrikes farally at Prereftantoſincerity z, for will 
the Papiſts ſay, Did Froteſtants exclaim againſt as, for Perſecu. 
tors, and are they now the Men themſelves * Was it an inſtance of 
Weakneſs in cor Religion, and it become 4 demonſtration in 
theirs Have they tranſmuted it from Amtichriſtian in ws, 10 
Chriſtian in : hemſelves ? Let Perſecutors anſwer, 

6. Sixthly, 1t is wt only an Example, but an incentive to 
the Romaniſts, #0 Perſecute the Reformed Religiin abroad; for 
when they ſee their Actions (once word of all Fxenſe) now 
defended by the Exampie of Proteſtants, that once accus'd 
them (bur now themſelves) doubtltſs they will revive their 
Crael:y. ME | 

7. Seventhly.1t overturns the very ground of the Proteſtants 
Retreat from Rome, for if men muſt be reſtrain'd upon pre- 
rendeJ prudential Conſiderations, from the Exerciſe of their 
Conſcience in En;land ; why notthe ſamein France, Holland, 
Germany, Cor (lantinople, &c. where matters of Stite may 
equa'ly be pleaded 2 This makes Religion, State-policy z_ 
and Faith and Worſhip, ſubſcrvient to the Humors and Inte- 
reſts of Superiots :. Such DoRrine would have prevented 
our Anceſtors Retteat ; and We with it be not the beginning 
of a Back-march ; for Some think it {}rewdly to be ſuſpe&-. 
ed, where Relizion is ſuited to the Government, and Conſci- 
encetoits CONVEentency, : 

8. Eightly, Yiceis incourag'd; for if Licentious Perſons 
ſee Men of Vertue moleſted tor Aflembling with a Religi. 
ous Purpoſe to Reverence and Worſbip God, and that are 
etherwiſe moſt ſerviceable to the Common.Weaith, they 
may and will infer, it is better for them tobe as they are, ſince 
not to be dempre, as they call it, is balf way to that kind of 
Accomp'iſhmenr, which procures Preterment. 


9, 


- 
a 
[a 
: 


(27) 

9, Niathly, For ſuch perſons as are ſo poor ſpirited as to 
truckle under ſuch Reſtraints : What Conqueſt is there over 
chem * that before were Conſcientious men, and now Hy- 
poctites: W ho ſo forward to be aveng'd of them,thar brought 
this guilt upon them, as they themſelves ? And how can the 
Tmpoſers be ſecure of their Friendſhip, whom they have taught 
to change withthe Times * be | 

10. Tentbly, Such Lawsare ſofar from beneficting the 
Country, that che Execution of them will be the atſured 
rain of it, ia the Revenues, and conſequently inthe Pow- 
er of it; For where there is a decay of Families, there will 
be of Trade; ſoot Wealth, and in the end of Strength and 
Power: and if both kinds of Reliet jail; Men, the Prop of 
Republiques , Money, the Stay of Monarchies ;, this as requiring 
Mercenatics, that as needing Freemen (farewell the intereft 
of England, 'tistrue, the Prieſts get (though thars but 
forarime) but the King and People liſe; as the event will 
ſhew. 

11, Eleventhly, It eyer was the Prudence of wiſe Ma- 
eiftrates ro Obliege their People : Bur what comes ſhorter 
of ir then Perſecution? What's dearer to them then the 
Liberty of their Conſcience? What, cannot they better 
ſpare then it ? Their Peace confifts in the enjoyment of 
it: And be that by Compliance bas loſt it, carries his 
Penalty with him,and it is his own Priſon. Surely ſuch Pra- 
ices muſt render the Government Uneaſie, and - begee 
od Hoey Diſreſpe& to the Governours, 1n the Hearts of the 
People» | | 

5 Twelfthly, But that which' concludes our prademtial 
part, fhall be this, That after all their Pains and Good- 
will to ſtretch mea to their meaſure, they never will be 
2ble roaccompliſh their End: And if he be an unwiſe man, 
that provides Mcans where he ngRs no End,boyw neer is he 

| 2 kia 
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kin to him that propoſes an End inobtainable, Experience 
has told us, 1. How 1vediveithas made the Impos'd. 2. 
Whzt Diffraions hive inſued ſuch Attempts, 3. Whar 
Reproach has followed to the Chriftian Religion, when the Pro- 
feſſors of it have us'd a coercive Power upon Conſcience, 
And laſtly, That Force never yet made,tither a Good Chriſtian 

or a Gogd Subject, : 

3. Thirdly and Laftly, Since the proccedings we argue 
282inſt, are prov d ſo deſtructive to the Juſtice and 
Prudence of Government, we ought the leſs ro wonder 
that they ſhould hold the ſame malignity againſt the End of 
It, which is Felicity, fince the Wonder would be to find ir 
otherwiſe; and this is evident from theſc three brief Conſi- 
derations. 

1, Firſt, Peace the Endof War and Government, and 
tts great Happineſs too) has been, is, and yet will be broken 
by che frequent Tumultuary Diſturbances, that enſue 
the Diſquieting our Meetings, and the Eftrecting Fines 
upon our Goods and Eftites, And what theſe things 
nuly iſſue in, concerneth the Civil Magiſtrate to con- 

der. 

2. Secondly, Plenty (another great End of Government) 
will be converted into Poverty by the Deſtruction of ſo ma- 
ny thouſandFimilies as refu'e Compliance and Conformity, 
and that not enly to the Sefferers,but influentialiy to all the 
refl; a Demonſtration of which we have 1h all thoſe Places 
where the late A& has been any thing contiderably put in 


Execution, Beſides how great Proyocation ſuch Inchacity 


and cruel Uſage, as ſtripping Widdiws, Fatherle(s, and Poor, 
of their very Neceſſaries {or human? Life,neerly upon an avuount 
of Faith or Worſhi;, muſt needs be tothe Foſt 11.4 tighteous Lord 
of Heaven and Earth ;, Scriptures, and plenty of other 5:ories 
plainly ihew us, | 


; 
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3. Thirdly, Wnizy (not the leaſt but greateſt End of Go- 
vernment is loſt) for by ſeeking an Unity of Opinion (by the 
wayes intended) the Unity requiſit to uphold us,as a civil So- 
ciety,will be quice deſtroy'd: And ſuch a$ relinquiſh tha? ro get 
the other (belides that they are Unwile) will infallibly loſe both 
in the end. | 
In ſhore, Weſay, that 'tis unreaſonable we ſhould not be 
entertain'd as men, becauſe ſome think we are not as Good 
Chriſt4ansas they pretend to wiſh os ;; or that we ſhouid bz de- 
priv'd of our Liberties and Properties, who neve: broke the. 
Laws that gave them to us 2 What can be harder,then totake 
that from us by a Liw, which the great indulgence and folt. 
citude of our Arceſtors took ſo much pains to jntai! upon us 
by Law; An. 18. £4. 3, ſtat. 3. alſo ſtart, :o Ed.3 cap: tr. 
again, Peitrion of Right, An. 3. Cay. and morefully in Magus 
Charta, farther peruſe 37 Ed,s .cap. 8, 28, 42 E4,3. cap.3, 
28 Hen cap. 7- | : | 
And we are perſwaded,that no Temporary Subſequential 
Law whatever, to our Fundamental Rights (as this of Force 
on Conſciencels) can invalid ſo efſential a part of the Govern. 
ment, as an Eygl!fh Liberty and P:operty : Nor thatir's inthe 
power of any on Earth,to deprive us of them,till we have firſt 
done it our ſelves, by ſu:h enormous Fats, 45 thiſe very Laws 
prohibit, and make our Forteiture of that benefir, we ſhould 
otherwiſe receive by them; for theſe being ſuch Cardinal and 
Fundamental Points of Enzliſh Laws Dodrine, indiviivaily, and 
by the co!l=Qive Body of peopl: agreed to; and 03 which as 
the moſt folid Baſis, our Secondary £egiflative Power, as well 
as Executive is duile; it iecms moet ratunal, tht the Super- 
ftrafure carnot quarit) or iny4lid its own Foundation, with- 
out maniteſtly endangering its on ſecurity,the Effect is ever 
leſs noble then the Cavſe. rhe Gift then the Giver, and the Su- © 
ferſtraciure then the Forndaticn, 


The 
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The fingle 2neſtior, to be reſolved inthe Caſe, briefl 
will be this, Whether any wifivle Authority (being founded tn 
its primittve Tsſtitatjonupon theſe Fundamental Laws, that in- 

 wiglably preſerve the people in all their juſt Rights 4nd Privi- 
ledges) may invalidate all, or any of the ſaid Laws, without 
an 4mplicit ſhaking of its own Foundation, and a clear overthrow 
of its own Cinſtitation of Government, and ſo 1eauce theng 
#0 th:ir Statu quo prius, or firſt Principles: The r: ſolutions * 
every mans ,at his own pleaſure, Read Hen. 3 9. 14, 29, 25 E. 
3, Cook 1n{tit. 2.9.50,51. 

Thoſe who incend us no Share or Intereſt in the Laws of 
England, as they relate to Civil Matters, uuleſs we corre- 
ſpond with them in Points of Faity and Worſhip, muſtdo 
two things : Firſt, It wil Ile heavy upon their parts co 
prove, T7. hatthe Ancient Compact and Ortzinal of our Laws.Car- 
ries that Proviſowith it; elſe we are manifeſtly diſſeized of 
our Free-Cuſt ons. 

 _ Secondly, They are to prove the Reaſonablneſs of ſuch 
Proceedings to our Underſtandings, that we may not be 
conciuded by a Law, we koow not how to underſtand; for 
if Take the matter rightly (as I think I do) we muſt not Buy 
or Sell unleſs of this or of that Perſwaſion in Religion ; not 
conſidering civil Society was in the World before the Pro- 
teftant Profe ion 5 Men, as ſuch, and in Aﬀeairs peculiarly re- 
lative of them, in an externaland civil capacity, have ſub- 
liſted many Ages, under great variety of Religious Appre- 
henſions ; and theiefore not ſo dependant on them as co 're- 
ceive any variation or Reyolution with them, What ſhall 
we ſay then? bur thac ſome will not that we ſhould Live, 
Breath, and Commerce as men, becaule we are not ſuch mo- 
dali'd C hriſtians as they coercively would have us; they might 
with as much juſtice and reputation to themſelves forbid us 
to look or ſee,unleſs our Eyes were Grc9, Black, Brown, Blew, 


or 
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or ſome one Colour beſt fofring theirs : For notto be able 
to give us Faith, or ſaye our Conſciences harmleſs, and yer 
to perſecute us for refuſinz Conformity, 1s intollerable hard 
mealure, | | 

In ſhort, That coercive way of bringing al' mea to their 
height of Perſwafion, muſt «i her ariſe from Exorbitaxt 
Zeal and Swperftition; or from 2 conſciouſneſs of Error and De- 
fed, which is unwilling any thing more fincere, and refor- 
med ſhould take place z being of that Cardinals mind, who 
therefore would cot hearken toa Reforrmation, atrhefitcing 
of the Counſel of Trext; becauſe he wou!d not 'fo f r ap- 
prove the Reformers Fudement ( for having once cond: ſended 
to their Apprehenſs ns, he thowght 'twowli foreutr inſlave them to 
their Sexce) though otherwiſe he ſaw as much as any man, the 


orand neceſſity of a Reformation, both of the Roman Doctrine 
and Converſation. 


Some grand Objections in the way mu be 
Conſidered. 


Objefion IT, But 9cu are 4 People that meet with Deſigns t0 
Diſſaffc& the People, and to ruin the Government, 


Anſw, A Surmiſe is no Certainly, neither is A may be, 
or ConjetFure, any Proof: That from the firſt we have beha- 
ved our ſelves inoffentively is a Demonſtration,that our Mce- 
tings are open, where all may hear our Matter, anc have li- 
berty to 6bje or diicule any point, is notorious. Tznorant 
Calanmi?s are Send; Fer: dations tobuila ſo high a Charee upen : 
Ler us Fairly be heard in a publique Conference, how far we 
can juſtifie out Principles from being geſervecly ſuſpe Red of 
| Se- 


| (30) 
The fingle 2reſtion, to be reſolved inthe Caſe, briefl 
will be this, Whether any viſible Authority (being founded tn 


its primittve Tuſtitatjonupon theſe Fundamental Laws, that in- 


w19lably preſerve the people in all their juſt Rights and Privi- 
ledges) may invalidate all, or any of the ſaid Laws, without 


an umplicit ſhaking of its own Foundation, end a clear overthrow 


of its own Cinſtitation of Government, and ſo reduce them 


#0 th:ir Statu quo prius, or firſt Principles: The r: ſolution is 


every mans,at his own pleaſure, Read Hen. 3 9.14, 29, 25 E. 
3. Cook Inſtit.2.9.50,51. 

Thoſe who intend us no Share or Intereſt in the Laws of 
England, as they relate to Civil Matters, unleſs we corre- 
ſpond with them in Points of Faity and Worſhip, muſtdo 
two things : Firſt, It wili I'e heavy upon their parts to 
prove, Thatthe Ancient Compait and Original of cur Laws,Car- 
ries that Proviſowith it; elſe we are manifeſtly diſſeized of 


_ our Free-Cuſtoms. 
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Secondly, They are to prove the Reaſonablneſs of ſuch 
Proceedings to our Underſtandings, that we may not be 
concluded by a Law, we koow not how to underſtand; for 
if Take the matter rightly (as I think I do) we muſt not Buy 
or Sell unleſs of this or of that Perſwaſion in Religion ; not 
conſidering civil Society was in the World before the Pro- 
teſt ant Profe [ſion Men, as ſuch, and in Afﬀeairs peculiarly re- 
lative of them, in an externaland civil capacity, have ſub- 
liſted many Ages, under great variety of Religious Appre. 
henſions ; and the1efore not ſo dependant on them as to re- 
ceive any variation or Revolution with them, What ſhall 
we ſay then ? bur that ſome will not that we ſhould Live, 
Breath, and Commerce as men, becaule we are not ſuch mo- 
dali'd C hriſtians as they coercively would have us, they might 
with as much juſtice and reputation to themſelves forbid us 
to look or (ee, unleſs our Eyes were Grey, Black, Brown, Blew, 


Or 


£4 as 

or ſome one Colour beſt coking theirs : For notto beable 
to give us Faith, or ſave our Conſciences harmleſs, and yet 
to perſecute us for refuſing Conformity, 1s tntollerable hard 
meafure, | 

In ſhorr, That coercive way of bringing al men to their 
height of Perſwafton, muſt «i her ariſe from Exorbitant 
Zeal and Superſtition; or from 2 conſciouſneſs of Error and De- 
fe, which is unwilling any thing more fincere, and refor- 
med ſhould take place z being of that Cardinals mind, who 
therefore would c.ot hearken toa Reformation, atthefitring 
of the Counſel of Trext; becauſe he wou!d not fo f r ap- 
prove the Reformetrs Fudement ( for having once cond: ſended 
to their Apprehenſs ns, he thought 'twonli foreutr inſlave them to 
their Sexce) though otherwiſe he (aw as much as any man, the 


grand neceſſity of a Reformation, both of the Rowan Doitrine 
and Converſation. 


Some grand Objections in the way mu#t be 
Conſidered. 


Objeftion x, But yu are 4 People that meet with Deſigns t0 
Diſſaffc& the Prople, and toruin the Government. 


Anſw, A Surmiſe is no Certainty, neither is 4 may be, 
or Conjetture, any Proof; That from the firſt we have beba- 
ved our ſelves inoffentively is a Demonſtration,that our Mce- 
tings are open, where all may hear our Matter, and have li- 
berty to object or diicule any point, is notorious. Tznorant 
Calummi?s are Sand; Fei: aations tobuild ſo high a Charge upon : 
Ler us Fairly beheard in a publique Conference, how far we 
can juſtifie our Pricciples from bring deſervecly ſuſp: Red of 
| Se- 
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Sedition or D:ſloyalty, and not over-run us with meer Sup. 
poſitions. We declare our readineſs to obey the Ordinance 
of man, which is only relative of Humane or Civil Matters, 
and nor Points of Faith, or Praftice of Worthip :* But if Accu 


ſations myſt ſtand for Proofs, we (hall rake it for granted, that 


we muſt ſtand for Criminals ; but our Satisfation will be, 


thar we ſhall not deſerve it otherwiſethen as prejudice ſeeks to 
tradue us, 


ObjeA, 2. But you ſtrike at the Doctrine, at leaſt the Diſci- 
plin: of the Charch, and conſequently are Heretic ks, 


Anſw. T his Story is asold as the Reformation; if we muſt 
be objected aguinſt our of pure Repsration, let it be in fome 
other matter then what the Papiſts objefed againſt the firſt 
Proteſtants; otherwiſe you do bur hit your ſelves in aiming 
atus: To ſay yew areinthe Right, bit weart in the Wrong, 
iS but 2 meer begging of the Queſtion ; for doubtleſs the 
Papiſts (aid the fame to you, and all that you can ſay to us : 
Your beſt Plea was, Conſciexce upon Principles, the moſt. 
evident and rational toyou : Do not we the like? Whar 
if you think our Reaſons thick, and our ground of Separatie;; 
miſtzken 2 Did notthe Papifts harbour the ſaree Thoughts of 
you? You perſwaded as tew of them aswe of you : Were 
you therefore in the Wrong © No more are we- It was not 
what chey thought of you, or enacted againſt you, that 
concluded you:. And why ſhould your Apprehenſions con- 
clude us> It you have the way of giving Faith beyond 
what they had, and have the faculty of Perſwafion, evidence 
as much , butif you are as deftitute of both, as they were 
ro you; why (ſhould Fines and Priſons, once ns'd by ther 
2gainlt you, and by you exclaimed againſt,as Unchriſtian Wayes 
of Reclatming Hereticks (ſuppoling your ſeives to be ſuch) be 
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employ'd by you as Rational, Chriſtian, and Convincing up- 
on us? Toſay we deſerve them more, 15-to ſuppoſe yeur 
ſelyes inthe Right, and we in the Wrong, « bich proves no- 
thiog. Beſides, the Queſtion is not barely this, Whether 
Hereticks, or no Hereticks 2 but whether an Heretick ſhoald be 
Pix ſecated into a diſclaintng of bis Errors Your old Arguments 
run thus, as I well remember, 

I, Error is a Miſtake in the Underſtanding. 

2. This ts for want of a bitter 1/[umination. 

3. This Error can never be diſlodzed, but by Reaſon and 
Per ſwaſiow ; as what are moſt ſutable to the Intelle# of 
FLY = 

4. Fines, Goals, Exiles,Gibbits,&c, ave m8 Convinting Ar- 
guments tothe moſt erring Underſtanding in the World,being ſla- 
wiſh and brutiſh, | 

5. This way of Force wakes, inſtead of an honeſt Diſſenter but 
an Hypceritical Conformiſt ; then whom nothing « more deteſt - 
ble to God and wan, 

This being the Proteſtants Plea, we are not to be 
diſliked by Proteſtants, for following their own avowed 
| 4:9 and Axioms of Conſcience, in defence of its own Li- 

erty. | 

In ſhort, Either allow ſeparation upon the fingle Prin- 
ciple of, My Conſcience ewns this, or diſowns that ; or never 
dwell in that Bailding, which knew no better Founda- 
tion (indeed good enough) but accuſing your Fore- fathers 
of Schiſm, and Hereſie, return to the Romiſh Church... What 
yr of this can any ſay to an Apti-liberty-of-Conſcience-Pro- 
ieſt anf, | 


 ObjeR. 3. Bet i thicrate ye may pretend 19 ewt our Throats, 
and do aR manner of ſavage Adts. 


E Avſn, 
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Avſw. Though the ObjeRion be frequent, yet it is as 
fouly ridiculous. Weare pleading only for ſuch a Leberty of 
Cemſci:nce, as preſerves the Nation in Peace, Trade, and Com- 
werce; and wonld not exempt any man,or party of men,from 
not keeping thoſe excellent Laws,that tend to Sober, Juſt,and 
Induftrious Living - 1t # a Feſuitical Morral, To Kill « man 
before he born; Firſt, to ſuſpect him of an Evil Defign, and 
then Killhim to prevenrtic. 44 

Obje&, 4. But ao not you ſee what has been the end of this Se- 
peration? Wars, and Revolations, and Danger to Government ; 
witneſs our late Troubles. | 


Anſ,We ſee none of all this, but are able to make it appear, 
that the true cauſe of all char e-p!exe Diſturbance, which was 
amongſt the Homonfiays and 4rriay: ot o1d, and amongſt us 
of later years (as well as what has modernly attended our 
Neighbouring Countries) rook its 6ſt riſe from 'a narrowneſs 
of ſpirit, in ne: Tollerating others to l;ve (he Free- men God made 
them, in External Matters wpon th: Earth, meerly upon ſome 
difference in Religion. | 

And were there once bur zn hearty ToZeratiov eftabliſhr, 
'ewou'd bea Demonſtration of the truth of this Aﬀertion On 
this Ground, Empire ſtands ſafe ; onthe other, it ſeems more 
uncertain, ET LIEN "8 

Bur theſe are only the popnlar Dewrces of ſoine, to traduce 
honeſt Mcn,and their Principles; whoſe lazy Life, and iztol- 
lexable Averice become queſtion'd, by a Tolleration of people 
better inclin'd, 


ObjeR, 5, But what need you take this pains toprove Liber- 
ty of Conſcience Rea[onablt and Neceſſary, when none queſtions it 
| ak 


A 
£ 
% 
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all that is required is, That you meet bnt four more then your own 
Families ; and can you not be contended with that > Tour Diſche- 


aience 504 Law, ſo fawourable brines ſuffering pon 55m, 


Anſw,Hereis noneecd of anſwering the former part of the 

Objection,” Tis too apparent throughout the Land, that Libey- 
ty of Conſcience, as we have ſtated it, has been ſeverely profe- 
cuted,and therefore not ſo francklyinjoyned : The latter part 
I anſwer thus, If the words lawf#l 3nd wnliwful,may bear their 
fignification trom the nature of thethings they ſtand for, then 
we conceive that a Meeting of Four Theuſand is no more Unlaw. 
fal, then a Meeting of Four; for Numer ſingly conſider d crimi. 
gates vo Aſſembly : but the reaſon of their Aﬀembling , the 
poſture ia which ; and the Matter tranſated, with the Coa- 
ſequences thereof. 
#- Now if thoſe things 2re taken for granted, to be things dif. 
penſible(as appears by the allowance of four befides every Family) 
certalaly the »uwber can never render it Unlawfa/ ; {o thatthe 
Queſtion will be this, Whether if Four met to Worſhip God, be 
an Allowable Metting ; Four Thouſand met wizh the ſame Deſogn 
be not ax allowable Meeting ? ; : 

Ic is ſoplain a Cate, that the Matteria the Queſtion re- 
ſolves it, | 


Objea, 6 But the Law forbids it. 


Aſo, Ifihe EnaQing any-thing cag make 7 lawful, we 
have done; butif an Adtſo madeby the Papiſts ageinit 77. 
r:/f ants was never eſteem'd ſo by a true Proteſtant ; and if ,5c 
n2iure of the matter will not bearit; and laftly, thar weo are 
25 much commanded by God to mtet Four Thoyf239d 25 Four; 
ve muſt defire to be excuſed, it we forbear not the 2em- 
bling of our ſelves together, as the manner of ſome is. 

ER E 2 CONE Obi4R, 
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jet. 7, But the reaſon of the prohibition of the number us 
(for you ſee they allow all that can be ſaid tro Four Thouſand 
to be ſaid tothe Family and Four) that Tamults may ariſe, and 
Pots may be made,and the like Inconveniences happen to the Go- 
vernment, 


Aniw, Great Aſſemblies are ſo far from being injurious, 
that they are the moſt inoffenſive. For, Firſt, They are 
open, expoſed to the view of a)l, which of all things PLt= 
ters arethe ſheyeſt of ; but how fairan Opertunity 'ewere, for 


men ſo principled, to doit ta thoſe allowed Meetings of but 


four beſides the Family, is eafie to gueſs, when we conſider, 
that few make the beſt and cloſeſt Council, and next, that [.ch an 
Aſſembly is the meftl private and clandeſtine, and [a fitted for Miſ- 
chief and Surprize, 
Secondly, Such Aﬀſemblies,are not only publick and large, 
but they are frequented, as well by thoſe chat are not of their 


'way,2s of theirown; from whence it follows, that we bave 


the greateſt reaſon to be cautious and wile in our Behaviour, 
ſince the more ther: be at our Meetivgs, the more Witneſſes are 
againſt us if we ſhould ſa) or a&7 any thing that may te prejuditial 
to the Government, 

Laſtly, For theſe ſeveral years none could ever obſerve ſuch 
an ill1{ſe made of that Freedom, or ſuch wicked Defizns to fol- 
low ſuch Aſſemblies; and therefore it is high Inchatity to pro- 


_ ceed ſo ſeverely upon meer Su; poſitions. 


Tothis we ſhall add ſeveral Anthotities ang Teſtimonies, 
for further confirmation of our ſenſe of the matter, and to ler 
Impoſe:s (ee, that we are nd6t the enly Perſons, who bave im- 
pleaded Perſecution, and juſtified Liberty of Conſcience, 7s 
Ciritiayind Rational, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VI. 


Brief ColleRion of the Sence and Practice of the Great- 
eſt, Wiſeſt, and Learnedſt Commen-Wealths, Kingdoms, 


and particular Perſons of their times, concerning Force npor 
Conſcience. 


1. Firſt, Though the Fews above all people had the moſt 
to {ay for Iwpoſition and Reftraint within their own Domani- 
ons, having their Religion inftitured by ſo many fignal 
Proofs of Divine Original, it being delivered to them by 
the Hand of God Himſelf; yet ſuch was their Indulgence 
to Diſſenters, that if they held the common receiv'd Noachical 
Principles tending to the acknowledging of one God, and 
a juſt life, tney had the Free Exerciſe of their diſtia& 
Modes, or Wayes of Worſhip, which were numerous, 
Of this their own Rabbies are Witneſſes, and Gretizs out of 
them. 

2, Secondly, The Romans themiclves, as ſtrict as they 
were, not only had Thirty Thouſand Godds (if Yarro may be 
credited) but almoſt every Family of any note, had its di- 
ſtint Sacra, or peculiar Way of Worſhip, 

3. Thirdly, It was the fence of that Grave, exemplary 
Common.we:lths-man, Cato, in Salut, that among other 
things which ruin any Government,wazt of Freedom of Specch, 
or mens being oblieg'd to humor Times, « great one; which 
we find made good by the Flowrentine Republique as Guiccea: - 
dine relates, 

4. Fourthly, Zivytelis us, Tt waxa Wonder that Huxri- 
bals Army, conſiſling of divers Na:ions, divers Humors 


d ffering 


i 
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4;ffering Habits, conirary Religions, Varieus Languages, ſhinld 
live 13 years from their own Country under his Command with. 
out ſo much as once mntining (ther azainſt thetr Gen:ral, or a- 
mong themſelves But what £3vy relates tor a Wonder,that in. 
genious Marqueſs Virgillio Malvetzy,gives the reaſon of, name- 
ly, That the diff:rence of their Opinions, Tongues, «nd Cuſtoms, 
was the reaſon of their Preſervatien and Corqueft z For, ſaid 
he, * Twas 1impoſiible fo many contrary Spirits ſhould Com- 
bine, andit any ſhouldhive done it, 'twas In the Gencyals 
power to mike the greater Party by his equal hand; the 
owing him mote of Revetence, then they did of AﬀeRti- 
on to one another: This, ſays he, ſome impute to Han- 
2ibal; but bow great ſo ever he was, I give it to the varie- 
ty of Humors in the Army. For, {dds he) Romes 
Army was ever leſs given to Mutining, when joyned with 
the Provincial Auxilarics, then when intirily Roman , thus 
much and more, in bis publique Diſcoutles upon Cornelius 
Tacitus, WS 

5. Fifthly, The ſame, beſt Srariſffs of his time, C, Tacitus, 
tells us in the Caſe of Cremiizs,Thatir had been the intereſt of 
Tiberizs,not to bave puniſhed him, in as much as Curiofi 
is begotcen by Reſtriction of Liberty to Write or Speak 


; : "Þ 
which never miſt of Proſclites. 


6. Sixthly, Fuſt. Martin, 1 will forbear toquote, in leſs 
thenthis, two whole Apollogies, dedicated to Adrian and 
Antonins Pius, as I take it, | 


7. Seventhly, Tertulllan ad ſcapulum,cthat learned and judi- 


| tious Apollogift,plainly tells us, 7 hat 'tis not the Property of Re- 


! gion 10 Compel or Perſecute for Religion; (he ſhoald be accep- 
ted forher Self,not ſor Force ; that being a poor 2nd beggatrly 
one,that has no better Arguments to Convince; and a magi* 
f: Evidence of her Supe: ſtitionand Falheod, 


8 


04. 


| ITT. | 
$, Eightly, Of this we take the nine Moneths Reign 6f 


the Emperor Fovianzs to be an excellent Demonſtratian, 
whoſe great Wiſdom, and admirable Prudence in granting 
Tolleration (expreſly ſaying, He would bave none muleftedfo; 
the Exerciſe of their Religi:ws Worſhip) Calm'd the impeſtious 
Storms of Diflention betwixe Homoufians and Arrians, and 
reduc'd the whole Empire, being agitated with all kind of 
Commotlions during the Reign of Conflaniive,Conflantiw and 
Fwl1an,toa wonderful Serenity and Peace,as Scrates Sebolafti- 
cs aflirms. 
 _ 9- Nintbly, That little Kingdom of Egypt had no lefs 
then Forty Thouſand Perſons retir'd to their private and ſe- 
perate Wayes of Worſhip, as Euſebi:# out of Philo Fude ws, 
and Foſephws relates, 
To. Texthly, And here let me bring in honeſt Chancer, 
whole Matter (and not his Poetry j heartily affefts me : 'rwas 


in a time when Prieſts were as rich, and lotty as they are now, 
and Cauſes of Evi: alike, | 


4 


« The Pri- ® f © etins' mas once, and may relurg 474in; 


mative State (fr oft may happen that hath been beforn) 
of things ob- When Shepherds had none Inheritance, 

ſerved DY A: 32 of Land, nor Fee tn ſyflcrance, 

Poct, more ze wht m:ght ariſe of th: bare Sheep, 


then 300. year (v.74 it more of leſs which they «14 keep; 
old; by which ; 


the” Clergy Mel yws was tt with Shepherds the : ; 
may read their Nouglht haying nonght frar'd they > 7Orgo ; 
own Apol.:cy For P A It (God) himſelf wes their Inherirance, 
and Charat- aud lirtle thews ſerv'd fo: their Mal tenance 
BE The Sheph:rds God ſowell ther: p11 ded, 
that of novght were they nnprovided ; 
Biuſt:r 


i ; | (40) : 
j | (b) Butter enongh, Honey, Milk, and Whay, (#) Time and 
ll and their Flock Fleeces them to array - Hs 4.05 7 Age F 
ij But Trat# of Time, and long Proſperity, mg they grew 
| (that Nurſe of Vice, this of Inſolency) 


States-men, 


| | Lufledthe $ hepheras in ſuch ſecurity, 
'þþ t hat not content with Loyal Obeyſance, 
if  Someganto gip for greedy Governance : 
i | and matchthemſelves with mighty Potentates, | 
1/R (c)Lovers of lordſhips,4nd troublers of Rates; A8) ran 
i | then gan Shepherds Swatns to look aloft, Pe oh > they 
if And leavetolive bard, and learn tolig ſoft ; hated any that 
il though under colour of Shepherds ſome while, were more de- 


| iſ | There crept in Wo yes,full of fraud andguile, vout then them. 
f | ! _ __ thatoften devour'd their own Sheep, ſelves : Devoti- 
ii And often the Shepherd that did them keep, 29 was counted 


ww 


ih Wi ng ; PETED DiſaffeQion . 
fi | Religious Aſſemblies, Conventicles; primitive ſpirited Chri/ts- 
MINN fl . F 5 4 
Wl ans, Upſtart Hereticks ; thus the Tragedy began, Cain ſlaying 
M. Abel about Religion. | | 
Wert s : þ 
"0 (d)This was the firſt ſource of the Shepherds ſorrow, (JHe tru- 
(AH ; : - 
|| | that nor will be quit with Bale, nor borrw. ly  maketh 
if jd their Averice the cauſe of their Degeneration , for 'tis the Root 
hl _ of all Evil. | 
|; þ 
Ml 
[2 | 11, Who knows not that our firſt Reformers were great 
| Wl | Champions for Liberty of Comſcience ; as Wicklif in his Remon- 
| \o | ftration to the Parliament ; the Albigencesto Zeuisthe 11thand 
| IN 2th of France ; Luther to the ſeveral Dyets under Fredrick 
[jj ki and Charles the 5th; Calvin ro Francis the firſt; and many , 
i l of our Eneliſh Martyrs, as the poor Plowman's Famous Com- 
ll bo | plain, in Foxes Mariyralogy, 8c, _ 
*l 12, 
lf 

| 

| 


(41) 

12. The preſent Aﬀiirsot Germany, plainly tells us, That 
Tolleration 1s the preſeryation of their ſtates; the contrary 
having formerly almoſt quite waſted them, 

+3, Theſamein France: Whocan be ſo ignorant of their 
Story, as not to know that the timely 7-d»{gerce of Henry the 
forth, and the diſcreet Toflerat on of Richlien and Mazarip (a- 
ved that Kingdom from bcing ruin'd both by the Spexiaras ; 
and one anotber, 

14. Holland,then whichb,what place is there ſojimprovedin 
Wealth, Trade and Power, chiefly owes it 10 her Indulgence in 
matters of Faith and Worſhip. 

15. Among the very Ma/umeians of Turkey and Perſia, 
what variety of Opinz/ons,yet what Unity and Concordis there © 
we mean in matters of a Civil Importance. 

16. It was the Opinion of that great Maſter of the ſenten- 
ces, Dominicus a Soto, That every man had a Natural Right 
ts infirult oth.rs in things that are Good , And he may teach 
the Goſpel Truths alſo; but cannot compel any to believe them, 
he may Explain them; and to this (lays he) every Man 
bas a Right, ©$ in his 4th Sentence, Diſt,5, Art, 10. Pag. 
I15.7. 

17. Strifes abort Religion, ſaid Juditious and Learned 
Grotins, are the mef! pernicious and deſtruttive ; where Pro- 
viſion i not made for Diilenters: The contrary moſt happy, As 
in Myſcovy. He further ſays upon the occation of Campanel- 
la, That notarigid, but eaſie Government, ſuits beſt with the 
Nothren people : He often pleads the relaxation of temporary 
Laws to be reaſonable and neceſſary. Asin the Caſe of the 
Curatij and Horatij,and Fabims Vitulanus,; and others filinted 
ro time and place,as the Fewiſh Laws,&c, Polit, Maxims p. 12, 
18, 78, 98. 

18, The Famous Ralcizh tells us, That the way for Ma- 
giſtrates to govern well, and gain the eſteem of tt.eir Peo- 
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ple, « 19 Govern by Picty, Fuſtice, Wiſdom, and 4 Genile and 
Mod:rate Carrizg? towards them : And that Diſturbauce at- 
tends thoſe States, where men are ruin'd or depreſs d by Parties, 
See his O':ſervations and Maxims of State, F. 

19, IjI miſtake not, the Frenchand 7 uch Proteſtants enjoy 
their Seperated Wayes of Worſhip in-Lon4on, if not in other 
partsof th:{e Lands, without Moleſtation ; we do the like in 
remote Counties, 6t not tn our own, 

20, This muſt needs be the meaning of the learned Door 
to bis inquiſitive $7#dezt, intheir Judicious Dialogue abour 
the Fandamental Laws of the Kingdoms, whea he ſays, Thar 


ſuch Lans as have not their Foundation in Nature, Fuſtice, and 


Reaſon are void ipſo facto. And whether Perſecution or Re-. 


_ ſfiraint upon Conſcience be congruous witheither,let the Im- 


partial judge, lib. x, cap. 6, 

21, Doctor Hammond bimſelf, and the grand Patron of 
the Ergliſh Char, was (o far from urging the Legalliry of 
ReftriFion in matters relzting to Conſcience, that he Writ, 


Argu'd,and left upon his dying-bed, his {eaſe to thecoarriry: 


Asthe Amthor of his Life might have bin pleay'd ro obſerve, 
but that intereſt ood in the Way ; the Dodfor exhurting his 


hs Party, Not fo ſeek to Diſplace thoſe then in the Univer ſity,orto 


Per ſecute them for any matter of Religious Diff<r:nce. | 
22, That aperſon of no leſsability in the /riſh Prote- 


ſtant Church did the fame; 1 mean Dr. Ferew. Taler, his. 


whole Diſcourſe of Liberty of Prophecy, is a moſt pregnant de- 
monſtation. | 
23. It was the: Siying of a Perſon once, too great to 
be nzm'd now, That Liberty of Conſcience is every mans 
Natyral Right, and he who s deprived of it, ts 4 Slave in 
the midſt of the greateſt Liberty : And ſince eve. y man ſhould 
do as he woald be done to, ſuch only don't deſerve to have it, that 
woy't give it, | 
24, 
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28, Laitantins refle&s upon Perſecutors thus, if you will 
with Blood, with Evil, and with Torment defend your Worſhip, it 
ſhall 30: thereby be Defend:d bat Pollated, lib. 5. cap. 20, 

25, Hillary againſt Auxentizs, ſaith, The Chriſtian Chnrch 
des not perſicute, but ts perſeinted, 

26, Ferom, thns, Herejie muſt be cut off wi:h the Sword of 
the Spirit, Proxm lib. 4. 

27. Chryſeſtum (aith, That itis ;.0t the manyer of the Chil- 
drenof Gid to perſecute about their Religion, but an evident To* 
ken of Antichriſt. —— Relig, Uril, pag. 193, 

28, Stephen,King of Pol43d,declared his mind iti the point 
controverted,thus,1 am King of Men,not of Conſcience ; a Com- 
mander of Bodies, not if Sow's, | 

29. The Kirg of Bohemia was of Opinion,That mens Con - 
ſciences owght in n0 ſort tobe Violated,Urg'd, or Conſtrain'd. 

30, And Laſtly, Let me add (as what is, or ſhould 
be now of more force) the Sence of King F:mes, and 
King Charles the firſt, Mcn fam'd for their great natural abili- 
ries, and acquir'd Learning; That yo man ought to be pu- 
niſhed for his Religion, nor diftmbed for his Conſcience; In 
that it # the Duty of every man to give what he would 
Receive, ©It is a ſure Rule in Divinity, ſaid Kring James, 
© that God neverloves to plant his Chuch by Violence and. 
< Bloodſhed. And in his Expoſuiin on Rev. 20, heſaith, 
*That PERSECUTION is the Note. of a Falſe 
* Church. And in the laſt Kings Advice to the preſent 
King, he ſays, © Take heed of Abetting any Factions ; 
* your partial adhearing to ANY ONE SI DE gains 
* you not ſo great advantages in ſome mens hearts (who are 
* prone 10 be of their Kings Religion) as it loſerh you in others, 
* who think rhbemſelves,and their protefſion firſt diſpis'd,then 
* perſecuted by yon. 

Again, © Beware of RaPPRening any Faction ty the Croſ- 

2 


* neſs, 


(44) _ 
* neſs 41d Aſperity of ſome mens Paſſions, Hwmour:, or pri- 
* vaſe Opinions impleyed by y:u, grounded only upon their dif- 
* ference inlefſer matters, which are but the Skirts and Sub- 
_ © utbs of Religion, Wheretn a Charitable Connivence, and 
* Chriſtian Tolleration, oft:n di ſſipates their 16% She whom 
' rougher oppoſition fortifies,en puts the delpiſed end opprel- 
* ſed Party, into ſuch combinations as may moſt enable them to vet 
*a full r.venge on thoſe they count their Perſecators, whoare 
* commonly afliſted bythat vulgar Commiſeration, which at- 
"1ends all that are ſaid to ſuffer unter the notion of Relig ion, 
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* Alwayes keep up SOLLID PIETY and thoſe 

* fundamental Truths (which mend both hearts and lives 

*of men) with 7»1partial Favour and Fuftice, Your Pre- 

* rogative is beſt ſhown. and exercis'd in Remtring, rather 

* then Exa7inz the rigour of Laws ; there being nothing 
* worſe than Le: al Tyranny — | 
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N OW upon the whole, we ask, What can be mote 
Equal, what mire Reaſonable then Lib:rty of Conſcince ; 
ſ2 Correſpondent with the R wverence due to God, and 
Re'peF to the Natzre, Pradtice, Promotion, and Re- 
wards of the Ch-iſtim Religion ; the Senſe of Divine Writ , 
the Great Priviledge of Nature, and Noble Principle of 
Reaſon , the Fuſtice, Prudence, and Felicity of Govern- 
Ml ment; And Laſtly, ro the Judgment and Authority of 
Wt 2 whole Cloud of Famous Witneſſes, whoſe Ha;mony in 
Opinion, as much derects the Uareaſonablenels, and In- 
charity of Perera 0th 45 their lavage Cructhies '\mply an high 
contempt of to ſollid determinations,of which aumber I can- 


not forhear the mention of two, whole Actions are {o ear 
| in 


| 
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kinto one another,and both to Inhumanity,as the ſame thing 
can be to it ſelf, $i 


The firſt is a great Lord of Buckingham-ſhire, but ſohearty 
a Perſecutor of the poor @eakers, that rather then they ſhould 
peaceably enjoy the Liberty of Worſhipping God (and to 
ſupply the County defe& of Informers) he has enconrag'd a 
pair of ſuch Wretches, that it had been a Diſgrace for the 
-meaneft Farmer to converſe with ; one having been Priſo- 
nerin Alsbury for Theft, and ſaid ro have been Burnt in the 
Hand and the other of a Complexion not much leſs Scan- 
dalous and Immorral, | 
Togive an undeniable Teſtimony of their Merit once for 
all,I ſh:1] briefly relate a moſt »otoriows piece of Perjury, They 
ſuſpecing a religions Aſſembly to be at a certain place in the 
ſame County,came,and findirg once inreallity,repaired to one 
they call Sr, Tho. Clayton, and a Juſtice, where they depos'd, 
That not only « Mecting was at ſuch an Honſe, but one Tho, 7a- 
chery and hi: Wife werethere, who at the ſame time (as at the 
Tryal upon Indictment for Perjury at Al-bury was proved by 
ſufficient Witneſſes from London) were thenin that City,yer 
fined not only for being there, but for theSpeaker alſo,though 
none ſpoke that Day. | 
Upon the proſecution of theſe men as perjur'd men,and by 
the Law di/priviledg'd of all 1mp'y, and never to be credited 
more in Evidence; ſeveral delays were made,much time ſpenr, 
and not a little pains beſtow'd, all in hopes of an Exempliry 
Succeſs which prov'd ſo,bur the wrong way z for the very laſt 
Se f.0zs,when the matter ſhould have receiv'd an abſolgte D.- 
ciſiion, and the Attendants have been diſmiſt (eſpecially on the 
ſcore of the Witneſſes, that came from Londen the ſecond time 
upon no other account): Letter was reported to have bin writ 
from the aforeſaid Lord, in tayour of theſe Informers, to this 
pur- 
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purpoſe, That ſince Sr Tho, Clayton was not preſent, the buſi- 
neſs could not well be determined,but if the Court would undertake 
the ending of it, he beſeccht themto be favourable to thoſe H O- 
NEST MEN. Ifthis be astrue as ſaid, tis a moſt aggra- 


. vated (hame to Nyb/lity: what ! to prote & them from che Laſh 


of Law, who went about to deſtroy Truth the Lite of it : *Tis 
a Dilbononr to the Gov:rnment, a Scandalto the Connty, and a 


manifeſt Injury 10 an insfenſive and » ſeful rnhabitant. 


'Tother is as well known by his Crnelty as by bis Name,and 


he ſcarce geſerves anothery However, he is underſtood by 
that of the Reading Knight, Arrant, and always in Armour 
for the Devil ; a man whoſe life ſeems ro be whole B O N- 
NER revivd: Hopeſtraut, the Poprſh iriquiſitor, could not 
hate Martin Luther more,then he does a poor Diflenter ; and 
wants but as much Power, as he bas Will, to hang more then 
he has Impriſoned. The Laws made againſt Papiſts, he in- 
flits upon the 2nakers ; And makes it Crime enouzh for 4 Pri» 
munire to have an Ef{ ate to loſe. 

The ſingle Queſtion is not, Were you at ſuch a Meeting * 
which the A intends ; But will you Swear? which ir intends 
not z 4nd Women eſcape him as l;tHle for this, as thoſe of his own 
Tribe ds fr SOME THING ELSE: But whatof 
all things moſt aggravates the mans Impiety, 1s, the makin 
a Devilliſh Snare of a Chriſtian Duty ; fince ſuch as have 
come to Viſit the Impriſon'd, have been impriſoned them- 
ſelves for their Charity ; ſo that «ith him it ſeems acurrent 
Maxime, That thoſe muſt not come to fee Priſoners, and not 


be ſuch them(clyes, who will not rake the Oath of Allegiance 


todo it. 


To relate the whole Tragedy, would render him as Bad, as 
the Diſcourſe Big; and tte latter nor leſs Yoluminous, then 
the former 04jow. But three things I hall Obſerye, 


Firſt, 


tt es 2 I 
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Firſt, That he his crouded if Perſons (of thoſe called 
Auakers) Men and Vomen,immodeſtly inro Goai,not ſuf- 
tering them toenjoy common Conveniencies. And for bis. 
Diverſion, and the Puniſhment of little Children, be pours 


cold Waterdown their Necks 


20, Ris Impriſonments are almoſt perpetual; fr ft he premu- 
Mres them, without any juſt cauſe of ſuſpition ; they im; riſons 
em; and laſtly, plunders them, and that by a Law enacted 
againſt Romanifts , which it all be true, that is ſaid, & moe his 
concern then theirs; if without offence, it may be ſuppos'd he 
has aty Religion at all. 

. 3d, Some have been there about eight years,3nd ſhould be 
eighteen more, were he as ſure to live(being more then 70 and 
enjoy his power,is doubtleſs be hopes to die before thoſe go d 
Laws over-take him, that would make an Example of ſuch an 
Oppreſſor : In ſhort, Wives, Widdows,Poor,and Fatherlelſs, 
are all Fiſh for his Nets and whether over or under Age he 
caſts none aray, bur ſeems to make it his Priviledge to correct 
Law by ou:-doing it, When we have ſaid all we can (and 
ve can never ſay too much, (if cnough) be is flill his own beſt 
Charattey. 

Such are the Paſſions, Follies, and Prejudices, men devoted 
toa ſpirit of mpoſition and Per ſecution,are attended with, 


Non enim poſſumuns que vidimns, et andivimus non loqui, 


In ſhort, What Religious, what Wiſe,what Prudent,what 
Good-natured Perſon would be a Perſecutor?Certainly its an 
office only fit for thoſe. who beinz wii of all reaſon,to evidence the 
verity of their own Rel'gion, fancy it to betiue, from that ſlrong 
Prepenfity and greedy Inclination they find in themſelves to perſe- 
cute the Contrary; A Weakneſs of ſo ill conſequence _ 

civi 
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civil Societies, that the admiſſion it ever was, andever will 
prove their utter Ruin, as well as their great Infelicity, who 
purſue it, | 

And though we could not more effectually expreſs our 
Revenge, then by leaving [uch perſons tothe ſcope of their own 
Humors : Yet being taught to Love and Pray for our very Per-- 
ſecuters, we heartily wiſh their better Information, thar (if 
it be poſſible) they may a& more ſutably to the good 
pleaſure of the Eternal Juſt God, and beneficially to theſe 
Nations, | 

To conclude, Liberty of Conſcience (as thus ſtated and de- 
tended)we ask,a2 our undoubted Right by the Law of God,of Na- 
inre,aud of our own Country : 1t has been often promiſed, we have 
long waited for it ; we have Writ much, and Suffered more in its 
Defence, and haye made many true Complaints, but found 
little or noRedreſs, = 

However we take tie Righteous Holy God to Record 
againſt all Objeions, that are ignorantly, or deſignedly rai- 
ſedagainſt us, Thar, 

Iſt, We hold no Principle deſtraftive of the Englifh Govern- 
. ment. 
2d, That we plead for no ſuch Diſlenter (if ſuch an one there 
be,) | 
3d, That we deſire the Temporary and Eternal Happineſs of all 
Perſons (in Submiſſion tothe Divine. Will of God) heartily 
forgiving our Crael Perſecutors. 

4mhly, And Laſtly, We ſhall engage by God's aſiiftance to 
lead peaceable, juſt, and induſtrious lives amongſt men, tothe 
good and example of all, Bur if after all we have ſaid, 
this ſhort Diſcourſe ſhould not be credired, noranſer'din 
any of its ſober Reaſons and Requeſts; but Sufferings ſhould 
be the preſent Lot of our Inhericance from this Generation, 


be 
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beit known to them all, THA7 MEETWE MUST, 
andMEE T, wt: canr:0t but enctnrage all to do (whatever Hard- 
ſhip we (uſt at/)in Gods Name and Authority whois Lordof Hoſts, 
and King of Kings ; at the revelation of whoſe Righteous Fudg- 
ments and Glorious Tribunal, Mortal Men ſhall render an Account 
of the Deeds done in the Fody: Aud whatev' the Afprehenſl- 
ons of ſuch may be, concerring this Diſcourſe, '*rwas writ in 
Love, and from a true ſenſe of the preſent State of ihings;and 
TIME,andthe EY E NT will vindicate #t ftromUIntruth,In 
the mean while, Tis matter 0: great Sati:f:Rion to the Au- 
thor, that he has ſo plainly cleared his Conſcience, in pleads - 
Bug for the Liberty of other Menrand publicly born bis honeſt 

Teſtimony for God, wot 0#8 of ſeaſon to bis POOR COUN- 
TRY. 
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_ Poltlerypt, 


: A few brief Obſervations HpON the late A ct, 


and the aſual Tearms of A&ts of this Nature. 


That which we have to ſay, relates, either to the 
Tearms of the A&, or the Application of them 
to us, SS, 


Asto the Tearms of the 4&,they are thele ; Sedi- 
tious Conventicles, Seditionus Sefiaries, and Mee- 
tings under Colour or Pretence of Religion, Þ. 1. 


bulent, Contentiow, Fattlow, mhich ſowes Sirife, 
AS 4nd Debate, ans Hazards the Civil Peace of the 
Covernment. | | | 
| 2. Conventicle, s 4 dimiputive private Aſſembly, deſign- 
ning and contriving Evil to particular Perſons, or the Govern- 
ment in general, ſee-Lamb. p. 173. In Tert»8ans fenſe 
it is an Aſſembly of Immudeſt 4nd Unclean Perſons z arlealt, 
it was fo taken in thoſe dayes, and ,onjzeRed againſt the 
Chriſtians, as their PraRice, whom he defends, Terinl- 
Apol, © 


"T Q bo, from Sedition, imports as much as Ter- 


3. 
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3. Secaries, muſs be ſuch as dis-joyn br diſ-member thew- 


ſelwes from the Body of Truth, and confeſs to 4 Strange and Uns 
true Opinion, If any' Subject? of this Realm, being Sixteen 


rears of Age, or upwards ; (ball be preſent at any Aſſembly, 
Conventicle, or Pretence of Religion, &c, which can fig- 
nifieno more then thus much, That rrue it is, ſome rwcy meet 
and aſſemble to Worſhip God, 41d upon 4 Religious Account, that 
are Diſſentere, (uch we cenſure nor ; but thoſe,who under Co- 


lows or Pretence of any Exerciſe of Religion Conſpire, &c, they 


are to be {uſpeed and proſecuted, This being theerue Ex- 
planation of the Tearms of the AQ ; we proceed to ſhew how 
unreaſonably they are apply'd to us. 


Firſt, Words are but ſo many intelligible Marks, and 
Characters, ſer, and employ'd, to inform us of each orhers 
Conceptions, and therein of the nature of thoſe things they 
ſtand tor: Now becauſe we take the AR to mean what it 
ſpeaks,and that rhe Law concludes no manGuilty upon Con- 


- jeQuures,but from the deteRion of ſome Faulr, We zffirm our 


ſelves altogether unconcern'd in that word, Sedrtiuws ; becauſe 
'ewas never our practice, in VVords or Actions, to diſturb 
the Government ; or ſugge# Principles that might hatch Con- 


ſpiractes, or feed the vulgar with Diſaffetion to thrir Rulers : 


Bur before the King's coming in, at his coming in, and ever 
ſince z notwithſtanding our trequent Suffering, we have wade 
it owr Buſineſs to Heal Animoſities, Preach Forgiveneſs, and 
Charity amonzft wen; and that they would by an hearty 
Repentanceturn to God, rather then hunt after Revenge up- 
on one another : Therefore we aſſert, we have not doge 
one thing that may be prov'd Seditiowe in the ſence above 
mention'd. fi 

2. That we are Strangers to Conventicles is moſt evident; 
for, where the parts that render ir ſuch, are wanting, there 

| G 2 can 
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cam be no Conventicle ;' but that they are in our Aſſemblies, 
appears. NED : 
Firſt, Becauſe our Meetings are not ſmall, 2. Neither arc 
they Private or Clandeffine ; but is the view of all People. 
3- | Nor are they Riotous, Licentions, or otherwiſc Im- 
modeſt, or Immortal ; but on purpoſe to diſwade per- 
ſons from ſuch Impieties ; ſo that we are clear in the 
Interpretation of the Law, 13 Hey. 5. cap, 8. 19. and 
19 H,7, cap. 13. andin the ſenfe of the famous Father Ter- 


inllian, | 
3. Searies, 1s a word, that wheſoever has but confidence 


enough to conceit bimſclf in the Right, by conſequence wants 
None to ſuppoſe the contrary in the Wrong, and fo to call 


bim a SeZary; but this is but a meer begging of the Que- 


ſtion: For, to ſay thoſe are SeFaries, do's not conclude 
them ſuch, nor does the At ſpeak ſoplaivly of Dſſenters : 


bur granting it did, yet they muſt be-Seair/oms Oes, or 


elſe all will bein vain; where we may obſerve, thar pure- 
ly tobe a SeZary, is not what the AA ſtrikes art, buc robe 
a Seditiow One; For, a man may difter in Judgmenr about 
matcers of Faith, from the . National Religion, and yet cor- 
reſpand with the Government in matters civil: Sd that 
AC T npon the whole, aims not at SefFartes ſimply, but they 
muſt be ſuch as are Enemies to the civil conſtitution ro be ren- 
dred Seditiows ones, from which we have ſufficiently clear'd our 
ſelves. 

4- That we meet under Colour and Pretence, and nit realty to 
Worſhip God ; we deny,and nonecan prove. *'Twere higbIn- 
charity to affirm poſitively, Thi, or that People mer only 
wonder aColour of Relizion z yet unleſs the Act had ſo expres'd 
it ſeif, we conceive their Authority lame and imperfe@ that 
perſecute us by ir, Ir will belp bat little ro ſay, The King, 


Lords andCommons, bythe following words, In other mane 
| | wren 
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meant, that ſuch meet under 8 Pretence that dia not conforms 
to the Worſhip; Goce the precedent words ſay, under Co- 
lowr or Pretence of any Exerciſe of Religion, in ather manntr, 


ec. So that they are only ſtruck ar, whoare not fincere 


Diſſenters, but-that are ſuch, with Deſign to carry on ano- 
ther End, 


ObjetF. But may ſome lay, 'Ts granted, you have ver) 
evidently evaded the force of the Ait, ſofar as relate to theſe 
recited Expreſſions: © But what if a Bill be ready, for an Ex- 
planatory 41:4 Swpplementory At to the former, whereln this 
Scope . for Arguments will not be found, bicauſe your Mee- 


tings will be abſolutely adjudged Seditlow, Riotows, and Un- 
lowf, al. : | 


To which we Anſwer, That as the granting of the firſt, 
which none reaſonably can deny is a manifeſt Impeachment 
of ſuch as have violeatly proſecuted people for being preſent 


_ a Religious Aſſemblies (:1moRt to their utter Undoing) fo 
ſhall we as eafily anſwer the ſecond, which amounts to the 


force of an 0bjedton, and briefly thus, 


Firft, It is not more impoſſible for Mankind to preſerve 
their Society without Speech, then it is abſolutely reqiufit that 


the Speech be Regular and Certain, PFor,if what we call a Man, 


a Liow, aWhaleto day ; we (ſhould call a Voman, a Dogg, a 
Sprat tomorrow; there would be ſuch Uncertainty and Con- 
fuſion, as it would be altogether impoſſible to prelerve Speech 
or Lengvu:ge intelligible. 


Secondly, It is not in the power of all the men in the Worl4 


fo r:concile an abſolute Contraditien, to convert the natare of 


Light into that of Darkneſs, nor to enatt a thing to be that which 
it i nt; but that thoſe endcayour to do, whothink of ma- 


king 


they accirdins to the Litargy of the Charch of Englan T. | 
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king our Religious Meetings Reots and Riots z for firſt they = 


offer Violence to our common Propriety of Language, it be- 
iog the firſt time that ever a Religious and Peacezble Aﬀlem- 
bly would be enaRted a Rout or Riot : Netwre, Reaſon, the 
Law of the Land, and Commynn Pratlice, and 0bſervaion, give 
_ a clear contrary definiiion of a Rev? ard Riot, | 
Se&ondly, they endeayour to reconcile Contradictions z 
for they would bave a thing th.1t which by ns; ure it cannot be; for 
that which is Peaceable cannot be Rr9t045,and what 15 Religious 
can-neyer be Seditiow, For any to ſay our Meetdngs are net 
Religiows, is not only a poot Evaſion, but great incharitys 
for that is properly a Religious Aſſeyrbly where Perſon: are con- 
gregated with areal Purpoſe of Worſhipping God, by Prayer, or 
otherwiſe, let the Ferſons met be eſteem'd Dottrinally Orthodox, 
or n6t. . Can any be ſo Ignorant, or ſo Malitious, as to be- 
lieve we do not Aſſemble ro Worſhip God,to the beſt of our 
Underſtanding ? If they think otherwiſe, they muſt, and 
do aſli;me unto themſelves a Power, beyond the Arrogancy of 
the POPE himſelf, that never yer advearur'd to tell man 
his Thoughts,nor the Purpoſes and Iatents of his heart, which 
he, or they muſt do, that definitively judge our Aﬀemblics, 
wid of Sword or Staff, Drum or Musket, Tums!t or Violence ; 
and circumflantiated with all the Tokens of Chyiſltan Devotion, 
a Rout or a Riot, Andtruiy, If Proteſtants dezy the Legal- 
lity of thoſe 47 or Editts, which were contrived and executed 
18 order 10 their ſuppreffion, by the reſpective Kinzs and Par- 
liaments that own'd the Romiſh Faith and Authority, where they 
either aid, or do live , let them not think it tranze, if we onthe 
ſame Tearms (namely, Scruple of Conſcience) refuſe come- 
pliance with their Laws of Reſtraint, And as the firſt Refas- 
mers were no whit daunted at the black Characters the Ro- 
#naxiſts faſtened on them ; neither thought their Aſſemblies in 


a Way 
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a way of proſeſt ſeperation, the more unjawful, for their 
repreſenting them ſuch; no more are we ſ{gipriz'd or ſcu'd 
at the ugly Phraſes, daily caſt upon us by a forc of men, char 
either do not know as, or would net that others fbould : For we 
are not ſocalily ro be Bray'd, Menac'd, or Perſecuted out of 
our Sen(e, Reaſon, and Privileage. 

They ſay,LOSERS have leave to ſpeak, atleaſt,we take 
it; none being greater 7 oſers,then (ſuch as for D.ſſemting (rom 
National Infticutions in point of Faich or Worſhip, are de- 
priy'd of their Common Rights, and Freedoms, and hindred 
as much as maybe, from Reverencing the God that made 
them, in the Way which to them ſeems moſt acceptable ev 
Him, 


To Conclude, We ſay;and by it let our Intentions in eur 
whole Diſcoarſe he meaſur'd, that we hive not defence lany 
Diſſenters, whoſe 2uarrel or Diſſent is rather Civil and Palit- 
tical, then Religious and Conſcientious ;- for, both ve really 
_ think ſuch unworthy of Proteion from the Engliſh Govern- 
ment, who ſeek the ruin of it; and that ſuchas are Contri- 
buraries to the preſervation of it,(thoughDifſenters in point of 
Faith or Worſhip) are unqueſtionably iniituled to a ProteRi- 
on from I T, | 
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